STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Date:
November 30, 2005

Type:
Commercial 

RE:
Post Hurricane Katrina Structural Inspection

Structure:
Wood frame two story on concrete slab / brick and vinyl siding/seal tab roof

Owner(s): 
Raymond Williams

Property: 
10050 and 10060 Morrison Rd..




New Orleans, La





History:

Mr. Williams contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced commercial buildings.  His concerns where the amount of damage to the structure of the buildings  Floodwaters rose to approximately four feet.

Findings:

A visual inspection of the buildings revealed the following:

10050 Morrison Rd.

1. The vinyl siding on the west wall was completely removed by the wind.

2. Damage to the northwest corner of the building revealed signs of rot and termite damage.

3. Roofing and roof structure was completely blown away on the northeast side of the building.

4. Vinyl siding was blown off of the exterior north wall.

5. The exterior west walls had siding blown off and windows blown out.

6. The second level concrete floor has fracture cracks near the west wall

7. The south wall has vinyl siding missing exposing the stud walls.

8. The east wall suffered heavy damage to the vinyl siding and wood decking.

9. The roof was damaged heavily and water soaked the ceilings, walls and floor coverings in almost every office draining to the first floor.

10060 Morrison Rd.:

1. The north east corner of the roof was heavily damaged, the roofing, decking, and rafters are blown away.

2. The northeast wall was blown out approx thirty feet to the south.

3. Rainwater entered from the roof on the northeast corner damaging the sheet rock ceilings, walls and floor coverings.

Analysis: 

All of the damage from the floor of the second level up was the result of wind damage. The rain interred the damaged roof and continued thru to the ground floor. The floodwaters damaged all of the sheet rock and floor coverings on the ground floor. The fractured floor on the second level of the building will need to be removed and repoured.

Conclusion:

It is my professional opinion that the dwelling is structurally repairable. 

If the cost to repair the residence reaches fifty five percent of the cost to rebuild a new home, then the home should be rebuilt, particularly if it does not meet the current FEMA flood elevation.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Louisiana License No. 8796

This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


