STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Date:
February 23, 2006
Type:
Residential property
RE:
Post Hurricane Katrina Structural Inspection

Structure:
Three story wood frame, on wood pilings/ shingle roof / vinyl siding
Owner(s): 
Frances M LaFrance



Mail to:

       
4009 Banks St.



P.O. Box 3192





Bay St Louis, MS 39520


Bay St Louis, MS 39521




228-216-8118
History:

Mrs. LaFrance contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced residence.  She was concerned about the destruction of there home. The home was 17 years old. The main floor of the home was fourteen feet above sea level. The pilings are eight feet tall and the third floor is approximately nineteen feet six inches to the ground. The owner stated that there was approximately five to six inches of water on the third floor, showing the height of the flood water to be approximately Elev. 27’.
Findings:

During a visual inspection of the home, the following was noted:

1. The north corner of the home was demolished.
2. The north wall was blown out. Siding and wall board were demolished.

3. Siding and debris lay south of the home.

4. Windows and doors were blown inward.
5. The third floor north wall was heavily damaged.

6. Stairs leading to the living area at the rear of the home on the west side remained.

7. Front and rear porches were demolished.

8. Windows and doors along the northwest side of the home were destroyed.

9. Siding and wood panels were blown off of the south side of the home.

10. West wall at ground level was pushed out to the west.
11. Furniture and articles that remained in good condition on the third floor were ruined by the rain and the inability to remove them in a timely manor.

Analysis:

Surrounding Structures

Homes to the north of 4009 Banks were completely destroyed with no remaining structures.

The homes that withstood the extremely high winds of hurricane Katrina were damaged heavily on the north side. New homes to the south of this residence were totally removed from their piers while the stair cases remained. Of an estimated 250 homes 20 homes remained repairable.
Conclusion:

It is my professional opinion that the wind that preceded the floodwaters of Hurricane Katrina had seriously damaged the house, prior to the water getting deep enough to damage it, and that this dwelling is structurally non repairable. It is recommended that the home be demolished. 
Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Louisiana License No. 8796

Attachments:
Hurricane Katrina effects on Bay St. Louis 
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This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


