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March 19, 2007
STRUCTURAL CERTIFICATION

To:
Our Lady of Lourdes

For:
Janet Stain

Our Lady of Lords

Catholic Church

Location:
345 Westchester Place


Slidell, La 70458
Building Description:  Wood frame, concrete foundation, metal roof, and brick veneer 

Scope: 

This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the interior and exterior walls, ceilings, floors, roof and foundation.  No inspection of the mechanical or electrical systems was performed.

History:

Mrs. Stain contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced commercial property.  Mrs. Stain stated that the exterior columns of the building are cracking and  are of concern to the church.
Findings:

This inspection covered visible components (foundation, wall and roof framing) and their ability to support the building.  Cracks were found in the vertical columns on the outside of the building.  Separation of the steel lintel and concrete columns was noted.  The concrete columns that appear to support the upper floor are more cosmetic then structural, but they do support the lintel that the brick veneer sits on.

The stucco covering the concrete columns is deteriorating.  The stucco on the columns that continue above the lentil is deteriorating.
Inspection of the concrete wall surrounding the building indicates minimal settlement and cracking. 

The wood framing of the roof visible from the attic was inspected and found to be in good condition.
Analysis:

The portion of the concrete columns below the lintel are load bearing; the portion above the lintel are non load bearing.  Age and weathering has caused cracks in the stucco near the joints of the columns.  Settling of the columns is minimal but through the years has caused the stucco to separate and fall away.  The cracks in the concrete wall are normal for the age of the building.

Conclusion:

The columns should be cleaned, exposed rebar cleaned and treated to prevent future rust from breaking the concrete, and the areas that the stucco is loose chipped out and patched.  The fascia should then be restored with a new coat of stucco.

I certify the above building is structurally sound and capable of being restored to its original design.

Sincerely,

Emmett Dammon

La. License 8796
