STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Date:
June 21, 2006

Type:
Residential

RE:
Post-Fire Structural Inspection

Structure:
Wood frame on concrete foundation/brick façade/Composition roof

Owner(s): 
Debbie Serlato 

Property: 
131 Rue Esplanade



Slidell, La 70458



985-285-2250

History:

Mrs. Serlato contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced residence, which had caught fire and burned.  She reported that she purchased the home less than 30 days prior to the fire.  The fire started at the pool pump and spread throughout the attic.

Findings:

A visual inspection of the residence revealed the following:

1. The roof, roof rafters, insulation and mechanical equipment is burned beyond repair.

2. The ceiling joist are charred or burned through and have collapsed.

3. Stud walls near the fire’s point of origin are burned out.

4. The sheetrock ceilings collapsed from burning debris and water.

5. The sheetrock walls and insulation are all water damaged 

6. Windows are severely damaged.

7. The brick fascia on the exterior of the home is damaged in the rear of the home.  Smoke and heat-damaged areas of the brick fascia are located around the home. 

Analysis:

The gutting out and removal of the burned roof, roof rafters, ceiling joist, ceilings, walls, electrical wiring, windows, brick façade and doors will likely cost more than complete demolition and reconstruction. 

Conclusion:

It is my professional opinion that this dwelling should be demolished and rebuilt.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Louisiana License No. 8796

This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


