1.      Comment #5, Please have the Architect provide design justification for not having the pool coping flush with the deck. This arrangement creates an obstruction. In the justification please site applicable codes or design standards that were used in the design.
We know of no code that requires us to have the coping flush with the edge of the pool.  Please site the code requirements that you may have where the pool is required to be flush with the surrounding deck. We find that we are in code compliance (in terms of pool height extending above adjacent walking surface).  Please see attached ADA document.  
We are under strict design advisory by the VCC to have a pool deck at a height that is not in a line of visible sight beyond a low parapet wall on Conti Street.  In keeping with VCC staff requests, the pool deck was “pulled back” from the “Conti Street” parapet wall so that the wall itself could be lowered (full committee review dictated the height of this wall) and thus the lower sun deck was created.   We also have a structural slab (that we are not able to cut a hole in to recess a premanufactured pool shell) that is at a set height / elevation.  These two factors contributed to an above ground pool with an edge that rises slightly above its adjacent, walking surface.  This pool is in compliance with IBC 3109.4.1.9 as it is accessible by steps that are capable of being secured behind a door that is in compliance with IBC 3109.4.1.7.  
The VCC also does not want visible guard rails to be seen from Conti in the transition from the lower sun deck to the upper pool deck, and we are able to satisfy their request by keeping the raised pool deck at a height of 30”.  IBC 2012 1013.2: Guards shall be located along open sided walking surfaces, including platforms that are located more than 30” measured vertically to the floor or grade below at any point

 
2.      Comment # 6, Please clarify how the barrier between the pool and the sun deck will deter climbing and not have any horizontal hand holds or foot holds. Please clarify how a barrier of 2 ft will be sufficient height to prevent pool users from falling to the sun deck. Please have the architect provide clarification how the pool barrier will not allow pool users to climb up and over the pool barrier itself and the adjacent parapet wall. What provisions will be in place to prevent users from climbing over the parapet wall with the pool barrier in place.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Code allows a distance of 30” from one surface to another without the requirement of a handrail or other barrier to be present.  The newly added seating element can have side arms and a back incorporated into the design to deter climbing and also prevent users from climbing over the parapet wall.  This element serves two purposes: to prevent climbing / falling and to disguise and house the pool skimmers.  Signage can be posted indicating that the element houses pool equipment to be wary of surroundings.
