April 8, 2004

Mr. Edwin Lee

Office of State Fire Marshal 

8181 Independence Blvd.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

RE:
Abek Real Estate/PO250433

Dear Mr. Lee,

We recently had our local Fire Marshal Inspection for the above referenced project, to allow occupation of the building.  During the inspection it was noted that we have a stairwell to the attic.  This brought up the concern of a Fire Alarm.  We previously had asked not to have the Fire Alarm and our request was approved.  Please see the attached approval letter dated October 29, 2003, PO250433, and my letter of request to you dated October 1, 2003.  Occupancy was granted to the owner for the first and second floor only, not the attic.  We are asking again for occupancy of all floors without a Fire Alarm.  Also, please see the owner’s affidavit.

We have a two-story business building with 4,487 square feet on each floor and the attic.  The attic storage area of 400 square feet is further defined by a knee wall.  Each floor has access to the attic area/storage/mechanical room.  The usable attic area is approximately an area of 20x20 = 400 square feet.  In that area there is a mechanical platform, approximately 10x10 = 100 square feet, leaving an area of 300 square feet for use as storage space.  Please see the attached photos and sketches.

The first and second floor and attic are totally sprinkled, with a flow and tamper valve switch to activate an alarm in the event of a fire being detected.  There is an alarm bell on each floor, the building exterior, and the attic.  The attic/storage area can only be accessed if you have a key for the door, and has a panic bar on the inside to allow someone to escape.  The attic will be used mainly for mechanical access and HVAC unit locations.  Any storage will consist of metal file cabinets and cardboard box or shroud in the Class I commodity classification with storage height up to 8ft. max.  The attic sprinkler system design criteria is Ordinary Hazard, Group 1, in accordance with NFPA 13, standard for the installation of Sprinkler Systems, 1999 Edition. 

On another matter, the original design for the exit door in the stairwell on to the first floor had the exit door in the hallway.  The owner decided to install a drinking fountain for the employees in the area of that doorway and with this they had to relocate the door to the outer side of the hallway.  When that happened the ADA extension handrail on the right side of the stairs (as you enter) had to be eliminated near the door to allow access.  Please see the enclosed photo.  We are asking for an approval on these handrails.

Please feel free to call if you have any questions, or require any further information.

Thank you,

Chuck Dammon

VP/Project Manager

Attachments:
Letter from Dammon Engineering, Inc. dated October 1, 2003

Fire Marshal letter dated Oct 29, 2003

Letter from A&D

Affidavit

Photographs

Drawings

