December 23, 1999
Office of Fire Marshall

5150 Florida Blvd

Baton Rouge, LA  70806

ATTN:
Mr. William Jensen Architect

RE;

P.O. # 0166698, Renovations to Wellness Center

Dear Mr. Jensen:

   Please refer to the attach enclosed review of the referenced project, and to the enclosed area definition drawing.

   The Wellness center is a Health Club that has fixed workout stations that are Treadmills, Bicycles, strength apparatus and weight lifting equipment.  The center provides it’s  services to the public and specializes in rehabilitation of certain injuries to people who have been referred by a physician.  In their several years of operation in that location, they have not had a client who was in a wheelchair.  This of course does not prelude someone joining in the future, that would require the use of a handicap toilet that accommodates a wheelchair.

1. Several items will be addressed:

1. CLASSIFICATION:

2. As in a restaurant where the occupant load is based on the tables and seats, we 

ask that this same method of establishing occupant load be applied to this case,

3. which as shown by the calculations on the drawing would be less than 300. The toilet area being separated from the workout area by a one hour wall extending to the roof.

4. The existing toilet would have to be completely demolished and rebuilt to 

5. Accommodate present day standards for ADA.  It does however have the Handicap toilets previously approved.  The owner wishes to construct a multi-sex Handicap toilet separate from the existing toilet area, as shown on the drawings, in order to provide this service if needed in the future.

6. We propose to construct a one hour wall and hallway as shown outside the 

7. Present toilets, the hallway leading directly to the exterior of the building.  A covered walkway then leading to the swimming pool area and parking lot.

8. One area that was constructed under the present P.O. #166698, is the

Treadmill area shown on the drawing (1)with a ramp leading from the aisleway up

to the 6” working level.  Because of space restrictions, the owners contractor built the ramp with a slope of approximately 1:8.  The owner asks that this slope be allowed in Lieu of the required 1:12 slope required.  The owner states that the treadmills are only used by people who are not in a wheelchair, and that ample treadmills are located at the floor level, where no ramp is required to mount the treadmill.
   The enclosed drawing is intended only to provide a general overview of the facility. New working drawings with the addition of the handicap toilet, the new hallway and the swimming pool will all be under a new review request.  This submittal being preliminary to that action.  Additionally, photos are enclosed to show these areas as actually built.

   We request that you find that the occupant load for the facility is under 300 persons, that the proposed handicap toilet meeting present ADA requirements will allow the use of the existing toilets as is, and that the existing slope of the ramp to the raised treadmill area be allowed.

   The new wall separating the proposed hallway from the toilet and from the weight and strength area will be designed and built as part of a new project.







Sincerely, 







Emmett G (Pete Dammon P.E.,
Edwin DeMeritt, NCARB

 Attachments:

1. Copy of Review letter P.O. 166698

2. Area Definition Drawing

3. Photo’s of work out area
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