April 10, 2000

Dear Bill Jensen;

  As per our telephone conversation, we are replacing several public housing projects deterioration stairs.  Stairs that lead to the upper areas front and rear of units.

  The stairs are for a group four duplexes around the project.  The stairs are now only 3 ft wide with wrought iron railings.  We wish to enlarge to 3’- 8”, however we are questioning the exterior stairs which require a 42” guardrail and it’s landing.  Require a separate handrail at the 34-38 level. 

 These 3’ – 8” wide steel stairs are replacement however, there are other 4 duplex units in this public housing area as well.

Handrail requirement by ADA standards are 34-38” and the 101 code set the guardrails of the stair at 42”.  Therefore we then need a guardrail at 42” and a handrail at 34-38”.  Southern building codes allow for a single rail at 42” as well as 101-life safety for existing stairs and ADA doesn’t mention this exception.  Therefore is a single handrail at 42” acceptable. 

Sincerely,

Edwin J. deMerritt, NCARB 

EJD/plc
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