April 14, 2000

Mr. Dan P. Zeringue, Architect

Office of Fire Marshall

5150 Florida Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA  70806

RE;
P0166171, Mr. Sandwich

Dear Mr. Zeringue;

  During construction of the referenced project, the contractor installed 42 inch high guardrails on the stair pictured in the attached photo.  This is an interior stair used by employees only.

  The inspector, Mr. Woody Lovel, cited the stair for no handrails on the interior side of the stair.  He also recommended that you could provide a variance to allow the guardrail to act as the handrail.  

  When reading the Life Safety code we feel that states you must have a guardrail on the open sides of a stair (5. 2,2,4,1) and that handrails that are a guardrail (5-2,2,4,5) shall be permitted to be 42 inches high.  We felt that we had net this requirement.

  Finally, the wall adjacent the guardrail is over 1 ½ inches from the rail, and does not encumber holding the rail.

  Please provide a ruling on this matter, and if our deduction is not found to be accurate, please consider a variance for this case.






Sincerely,






Emmett G (Pete) Dammon P.E.,

Attachment:


Photo of Stair

C.C.

           Daryll Warner

EGD/plc

