March 10, 2005

Mr. Michael Mclean

Office of State Fire Marshal

8181 Independence Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

RE:
PO287435 Rigolets Marine Apts

PO287431 Rigolets Restaurant

PO287437 Rigolets Marine Apts

Dear Mr. Mclean,

We have reviewed and revised the drawings to reflect most of the changes that are noted in the review letters.

We have added a set of stairs to the front of each apartment dwelling. This gives us a total of four sets of stairs for the eight apartments. The stairs inside the existing store will be brought up to code and exit to the outside. The stairs in the rear of the restaurant are now fully enclosed with one-hour walls. Walls that are between the apartments and store are rated with 2-hour walls.  All floors are rated at two hours also.

The only item that we can’t follow through with is item #2 (303:4.3.1 Buildings in excess of 500 sq. ft. that are constructed on piers shall be protected by an approved extinguishing system). 

The above code states that any buildings which are over 500 square feet and are constructed on piers shall be protected.  These particular buildings are not on piers; they are on pilings with decks underneath.  There are piers in the rear of the property, but no buildings are on or over them.  The buildings in question back up to the water, but only abnormal high tide action brings water below the buildings.

We, and Chris Kaufmann, the local Fire Marshal, feel that this project should fall under Exception No.2: In existing facilities, considering water supply availability and adequacy, and size of facility, where clearly impractical for economic or physical reasons.  We would like to offer, as an equivalent, that we add smoke detectors above the decks. We feel that this is sufficient to meet these needs.  
The buildings which will house the restaurant/store as well as the apartments are existing buildings, which will be renovated.  The only new construction will be the efficiency apartments.  I have talked to the local Fire Marshal (Chris Kaufmann) about having these buildings sprinkled.  He stated that there is not enough water pressure for that area and that there are no fire hydrants that are tied into a public water system, as there is not public system nearby.  With that, he has told me that this particular site does have a designated draft site at the boat launch for water tanker filling, which is less than 300 feet away from our buildings. We feel that this is adequate protection for this site.

Any help in this matter would be greatly appreciated.  Please call us with any questions.

Thank you,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E. 

