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Artist

Muralist John McQuarrie (aka John MacQuarrie) -San Francisco circa 1933.

Widely known San Francisco Sculptor and Muralist (1871-1944)

Mural Study (painting) By John McQuarrie

Size 34"x 36"

Mural:  By John McQuarrie Circa 1933

“General Sam Houston Enters Town of Houston”-1837

Size 17'x 16'

Mr. McQuarrie was commissioned by the “Southern Pacific Railroad Company” to create murals in their passenger Terminals in California, Texas, Utah, etc., beginning in the 1920’s and well into the 1930’s or  1940’s. When the new “Grand Central Station”  in Houston was opened in 1934, Mr. McQuarrie had painted two murals for the building, one being the scene of General Sam Houston on horseback entering the newly founded Town of Houston, and the other of the same size, depicting Stephen F. Austin distributing land titles. 

In the Sam Houston scene, General Houston is surrounded by a group of pioneer settlers of the city, engaged in their occupations. The time of the scene is 1837. In the background of the painting, in relief, is a vision of the future city of Houston, with its towering skyscrapers, the Ship Channel, railroad trains and industrial plants. *

When Grand Central Station was demolished Circa 1960, an attempt to save the murals failed (There are two stories-one that the wall collapsed and the Murals were destroyed and another that the Murals were saved but after being turned over to the National Guard for storage, were misplaced and lost).**

As it happened, the Baggage Master at the San Francisco Southern Pacific depot at the time the murals were shipped to Houston in 1934, became friends with Mr. McQuarrie and was presented with the painting (Study) that Mr. McQuarrie had produced to demonstrate to the Southern Pacific Railway, what the finished Mural would look like. The Baggage Master presented the painting to my father  circa 1955, and my father presented  the painting  to me circa 1985.

*  From news paper article (press- 12-29-34) Main Library , Houston Texas, Texas history room, Mr Doug Weiskopf, Historian 

 ** See  [http:pro.corbis.com-artE2068, Sam Houston Photos, No 29

  More on work of Artist:  

CPRR DISCUSSION GROUP\CPRR Discussion Group- Central Pacific Railroad Photographic History Museum.htm 

