June 28, 2005

Dr. Victor Echenique

Cardiology Institute
1051 Gause Blvd., Ste 320

Slidell, LA  70458

RE:
FAA Letter Dated June 1, 2005

PI#2071910
MID# 200002183107


App ID#1997018328

Dear Dr. Echenique,

This letter from the FAA denies my request for flying and states that I have inadequate anticoagulation, poor exercise capacity and objective evidence of myocardial ischemia by radionuclide scintigraphy.  This sounds serious, but I don’t believe it to be true.

You have had me on an anticoagulant continually, and I was on the anticoagulant when I last applied to the FAA.

The poor exercise capability statement couldn’t be more wrong.  I am a completely active person that works at least six hours a day and spends the other time working in the yard, on my boat (a 47 ft. yacht) that requires much attention, and I climb stairs two at a time in my three story home.  I have always had compliments on my agility and that I act much younger than my age.  I enjoy my work as an engineer, business owner and also working with charitable organizations, and I don’t plan to retire for at least 15 years.

As for the myocardial ischemia, you saw something you couldn’t understand when I was doing a stress test, even though I felt nothing.  You did an angiogram and found that I had a blockage that was not a candidate for a stint.  You also found that I had collaterals that had taken on the job to bypass the blockage.  I have never had chest pains or any other outward symptoms of heart disease.

If the FAA is right in their analysis, then should I do something different?

1. I thought that the Plavix was doing the trick to thin the blood.  Do I need to go back to the Coumadin?

2. The exercise statement I don’t understand, except that in my last test to take x-rays of my heart the treadmill was inclined to rapidly reach the point required for the test.  Did I demonstrate poor exercise capability?

3. Is my prognosis that bad with the blockage?  Am I in danger of heart failure?

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon

xc:
Dr. Rabito (Covington)
