April 18, 2008

Chief Freddie Drennan

Slidell Police Department

3rd Street
Slidell, LA  70458

Dear Freddie,

Thursday morning, April 17, at about 7:15 a.m., I was called to the scene of an accident at Fremaux & 11th, where my son Chuck (Charles Dammon) had received major injuries (broken neck) in a rear end accident and was being readied to be put in an ambulance.

I saw that there was sufficient time to cross the street to get to the scene and started to do so.  I was stopped by officer Keith McQueen and told not to cross the street.  I told him I was Chuck’s father and was told to get back across the street and not approach the scene.  I stayed there until the ambulance left, and then went to the hospital to meet them.
I would like to know if it is department policy to not let a parent got to the accident scene to check on their child’s well being, and not even being appraised of his visual condition or what happened.  In my opinion, officer McQueen did not act as he should have, and I hope his actions were not the norm for your department.
Chuck suffered a broken neck.  He was transported to Slidell Memorial and later to the Lacombe hospital, where your daughter in law took good care of him.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

