June 27, 2006
Mr. Creig Knippenberg

P.O. Box 1570

Pearl River, La  70452

985-863-7300/c504-382-2546

RE:
Your case where client fell from side door exit, onto driveway

Residence:
909 Terry Drive



Arabi, LA  70032

Dear Mr. Knippenberg,

With regard to the above referenced matter, please note the following.

Findings:

From the affidavit provided me by your office and as sworn to by Mr. Sean Burkes, P.E., I have investigated the applicable codes and provide you with the following:

1. Applicable Codes in St. Bernard Parish

a. Southern Building Code, 1997 Edition

b. CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code, 1995 Edition

c. Americans with Disabilities Act, 1994

2. CABO is the official code book for residential construction, and is made part of the Southern Building Code by reference.  I spoke with the St. Bernard Parish building official’s office (Mr. Michael Honeycutt), and was informed that the 1997 version of the SBC was the code used by that parish in the year 2000, and any construction in the parish would fall under the SBC and CABO, as it is part of the SBC.

3. CABO covers by steps and landings.  Article 312 states that “A minimum of 3 ft. x 3 ft. landing shall be provided at each end of an egress door.”  “The landing shall be not more than 1 ½ inches lower than the top of the threshold.”

Under exception #2, to 312.1, the landing at the exterior doorway shall not be more than 8 ¼ inches below the top of the threshold.  Thus, the existing landing does not meet the requirement, nor does it meet the exceptions, since the height of the existing landing (driveway) is 9 inches (from the slab up to the top of the threshold), the allowable being 1 ½ inches.

Section 314.2 Treads and Risers

This section states that “the maximum riser height shall be 7 ¾ inches.  Thus, the existing rise of 8.16 inches does not meet code.

Commentary:

All of the governing codes, both residential and commercial, and the Americans with Disabilities Ace, which is federally mandated, do not allow for the height of the riser to exceed the numbers stated above.

Sincerely

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
La. License 8796
