DISTRICT CONFERENCE

The Friday Night Food Fest is always a highlight at the district conference, and this year’s Food Fest was even more of a success.  This was made possible by two Slidell Rotarians who pulled the barbecue trailer through heavy traffic and although arrived late, added our club to those furnishing culinary delights at the fest.  This was the first time in approximately seven years that we have provided food for the fest.

When Mother Nature tried to spoil our plans with rain, we moved the affair indoors.

With servings of alligator sauce picant, gumbo, meats of all kinds and our barbecue chicken, the fest was a success.  Then the entertainment started, put on by the West Bank Club.  It was extraordinary, ending up with dancing for everyone.

The plenary sessions were informative with news about the different programs Rotary sponsors, including a most rewarding program by the Rotary Foundation and what it will take to complete the eradication of Polio from the face of the earth by 2005.  Stuart will be a speaker at our club soon.

Awards were given to all clubs that met the prescribed measures set out at the beginning of the year for excellence in the Four Avenues of Service, attendance at district meetings, etc.  Our club received the award for attendance at district meetings.

Al Olinde and Pete Dammon were awarded lapel pins by District Governor Subhash Kulkarni, for bringing in three or more new members during the year.

Our club missed the award for most new members due to a mix up in reporting requirements.  We will be duly recognized at the end of the year, and hopefully will be able to show a 50% increase in membership at that time.  

SCHOLARSHIP

Pete Dammon presented our Rotary Club’s annual scholarship award to North Shore High School Student Gerrard Pecoraro on Monday May ___________.  This deserving student also received an academic scholarship from LSU, where he will study engineering.

There was more than one million dollars in scholarships presented that one night at North Shore High School alone.  Most of the students awarded scholarships had straight A academic histories at North Shore.  Our school system had also just received news that it was number one in the state.  It was easy to see why, with all these achievers being sent off to schools of higher learning.

We owe our teachers and appropriate leaders of the system our thanks for a good job.  Rotary has played a significant part in the reshaping of the school system into what it presently represents.

(That can be a subject for a future article).

