Involvement in Rotary Programs

Examples:

1. During the year of my first presidency of the Rotary Club of Slidell, a series of events led to my working with the Center for Citizen’s Initiatives in San Francisco, California and overseeing the visit of twelve Russian business men and women to Slidell.  We housed and fed these business leaders for 30 days and taught them some principles of capitalism, the free market, home values and the American way of life.  This was a tremendous success, and it led to a repeat performance when we had business leaders from the restaurant industry.  Following these visits and the Franklinton club’s experience in the same area, other clubs in the district got involved with the same program.

2. My wife Maxine and I have hosted a GSE Team member in our home each year for the past 10 years.  I was the GSE Orleans Territory Assistant, responsible for arranging club visits and transportation for the team while in the Orleans territory, for four years.  I feel that the Group Study Exchange is a very important part of Rotary.

3. The executive director of “STARC” (St. Tammany Association for Retarded Citizens) spoke at one of our club meetings in 1999.  She was describing the new STARC facility that would be located in Mandeville, Louisiana.  The new facility would expand their services from Slidell to families in West St. Tammany.

Knowing the wonderful service that this organization has provided to our area, I felt compelled to help.  I raised my hand and told her that I would have my company design the building and all associated engineering and architecture to see the facility through to completion, as a donation to STARC because of my Rotary conviction to help others.  The new facility is under construction and will open its doors to the community in September 2002.

4. Rotary has enriched my life tremendously.  After joining Rotary and coming to realize its reason for existing and its exemplification of its published goals by its good works, I found that I wanted to grow in the values instilled by this great organization.  My wife Maxine and I began attending all the Rotary District Conferences and went to the International Conference in Orlando, Florida, where I worked as an assistant Sergeant at Arms.

5. In 1990, after having been a Rotarian for a couple of years and beginning to better understand what is expected of you in the Four Way Test and the Object of Rotary, I was faced with a major business and personal obstacle.  My company had been performing architect and engineering services for the St. Tammany Parish School Board for at least three years, designing new schools, renovations, etc.  Because of the growth in population in St. Tammany Parish, the School Board was successful in obtaining a fifty-million dollar tax package to build additional schools.  The president of the School Board and the board member from my district contacted me and offered to let my company have one half of all the work being let out to Architect/Engineering companies, if I would pay them and others on the board ½ of 1% of the value of the contracts for construction.  This was extortion, plain and simple.  It was against my upbringing and certainly against everything that Rotary stood for.

However, there were things to consider.  If I simply said no, I would loose about two million in fees.  They would simply leave me out and get someone else.  If I accepted, I would be a criminal, no different than them.  Also, if caught, I could lose my license.

After discussing all the alternatives with my wife Maxine, I decided to contact the FBI, as the local politicians and law enforcement were hand in hand.  I worked undercover with the FBI for several months, recording videos, etc., of payoffs and meetings.

In the end, the FBI offered to make it look like I was one of the crooks.  They told me that way I would be better off and would continue to get work from the School Board.  I told them I couldn’t do that, as I wouldn’t be able to face my mother, or my friends in Rotary.  Unfortunately, the FBI was right, soon after the perpetrators were sent to prison the school board held a special meeting.  They decided to perform a one-time task to grade the architects that worked for them.  Of course, we were graded last.  Not only the School Board, but other local government agencies stopped giving me work.  I held on to my beliefs and to my determination to get through all the difficulties I endured as a result, and am thankful to Rotary for helping me to see this problem through by working to help others in need.

6. During the years from 1998 through 2000, I saw my Rotary Club starting to get stale, loosing members and generally struggling.  I could see that without real guidance, the club would continue to move in the direction of complacency toward real Rotary goals.  In early 2000, I informed the president that I was taking over the “program chairman’s” job, as I felt that a primary problem was our club not scheduling good speakers.  Things did start to improve, and when it was time for the 2001-2002 president to be nominated (President-elect in 2000) I offered to take the position in hopes of continuing to build the club back to its previous status and success.

I got support from several good Rotarians and we have been successful in making the club “whole” again.  In doing so, I have had to remove some people from the jobs they were not to performing, and in most cases they were pleased to be relieved of responsibilities they could not handle.

7. During my first term as president of the Rotary Club of Slidell, I was successful in starting a new annual scholarship for the trade school in Slidell.  We have had four undergraduate scholarships for many years.

8. I have served on the Board of Directors and as an incorporator for the “Slidell Heritage Fest,” a successful venture by the two Slidell Rotary Clubs to form an annual event held on July 4th, to help the local charitable organizations raise money.

9. I am an Episcopalian and my wide is Catholic.  We attend both churches and others from time to time.  It is my profound belief that there is a need for better understanding and tolerance among all faiths.  I am a former Sunday School superintendent and former      in the Episcopal Church.

