Resource Guide

Rotary Club of Slidell, Louisiana
1. Community Service Projects

2. Heritage Fest 

This joint effort by the two Slidell Rotary Clubs to organize and operate the annual 4th of July Heritage Fest, along with major partners Times Picayune, Slidell Memorial Hospital and City of Slidell, raises funds for local charities.

3. Camellia City Classic

Organizes and operates annual foot race as a qualifier to the New Orleans 10K Crescent City Classic race.  Raises money for charity and advertises Rotary and the City of Slidell.

4. Octoberfest

Organizes and operates the annual festival in October to raise money for planting trees locally, specifically Camellias.
5. Interact

To provide link between the Rotary Club and Interact clubs we sponsor.  Slidell High and Pope John Paul schools.  Interact students participate in our Camellia City Classic race, Octoberfest and Heritage Festival.  We sent two Interact students to RYLA this year.

1. Youth Service Projects

a. Interact

b. Assist high school Interact Clubs by attending Interact meetings.

c. Held Interact appreciation day and presented graduating seniors with certificates of appreciation.

2. Developed the new Interact Club at Pope John Paul High School.

3. Presented a literacy scholarship to a grammar school student who needed additional training to learn to read.

A. International Service Projects

Rotary Club of Slidell acted as Orleans territory coordinator for the GSE Team, as well as Slidell area coordinator between the two local clubs.  We co-hosted the Japanese team, providing home host, a dinner and performance by Ronnie Kole, Swamp Tour, Chamber of Commerce, schools and business tours.

Continued correspondence with some of the past GSE Team members from foreign countries.

1. Fundraisers

2. Octoberfest

3. We had a successful year, which showed a profit for the first time.  This year our planners are thinking of combining the Octoberfest with a golf tournament, or the golf tournament may be a separate affair.

4. Heritage Fest

5. Worked with Slidell North Shore Rotary Club to organize and present the Slidell Heritage Fest.   Committees were active this year to make changes to fest that should increase the profit margin for the Rotary clubs and participating charities.
6. Camellia Classic Race

7. This race has been improving for the last three years.  We have a new race organization sponsor that lives on the Northshore, and have changed from the New Orleans track club, to the new organization.  This year the race will move its course once more, using the new City Park on Bayou Bonfouca and West Hall Avenue as its course.  This promises to be a better and perhaps permanent location for the race.

8. Scholarships

We presented our annual 4-year, $4,000.00 college scholarship to a North Shore High School student this year.  We also will pay $1,000.00 to each of our previous scholarship winners who are in their 2nd, 3rd, or 4th year of their scholarships.

1. Club Service Projects

2. Newletter

3. Under the direction of our new executive secretary, Melody Martindale, the newsletter has increased 100% in both content and in popularity.  We now have color pictures of all events, as well as timely articles on projects, and International and District news.

4. Membership

Our final tally of membership gains for the year has now been accomplished.  There were inaccuracies in the membership logs at the end of last year, which have been corrected. Our actual membership on July 1, 2001 was 38.  We added 21 new members during the year and dropped two members, leaving a grand total of 57.  We had a 50% increase in membership.
5. Each new member has attended a new member orientation.

6. Membership Development and Retainage

Our attendance has increased along with membership and we are continuing to increase attendance counts with better programs and speakers.  Our member retainage has also improved.
B. Public Relations

Our public relations committee has worked to increase the amount of news coverage and public awareness, along with improving the quality of published matter.

C. Major Accomplishments

1. By having good programs and keeping the meetings interesting, the president can ask members to go get that person they know who would be a good Rotarian.  The membership should constantly be reminded to invite that acquaintance who not only would make a good Rotarian, but needs Rotary in their life to give them the opportunity to serve the less fortunate.

