For the first time ever, posting of the flags was a part of the district conference.  These included the American, Louisiana, and Mississippi flags.

Flag bearers were Pete Dammon from the Rotary Club of Slidell and Jack Rowley of the Rotary Club of Slidell, Northshore.  Honor guards were Al Tomsic from Rotary Club of Slidell and Past District Governor Sonny Cotton from Rotary Club of Hattiesburg.

The Master of Ceremonies announced that because of our need to show our support for our men in the military and for our country, it was decided that this event would be appropriate.  He went on to let the audience know about the military background of the participants, as follows:

Pete Dammon – Sgt., U.S. Army 1948-1952, served in the Korean War, three battle stars.  Has three grandsons in Iraq, two with the 2nd Infantry, and one in the Navy.

Jack Rowley – Lt. Commander Retired, U.S. Navy 1968-1990.  Vietnam Veteran served primarily on Navy destroyers.  Jack currently has two sons serving in Iraq with the 3rd Infrantry Division.  One son was the pilot of the first Kiowa Warrior Scout Helicopter to cross the Iraq border at the beginning of the invasion and the second son is a Company Commander.

Sonny Cotton – U.S. Navy 1962-1966.  Medical Corps Lieutenant served on the first Navy Nuclear Powered Cruiser, USS Bainbridge.

Al Tomsic – U.S. Air Force (1962-1965).  Served in Okinawa during the Vietnam Conflict as a weapons specialist.

