This month Rotary clubs all over the world are having a change in leadership.  For the most part, a smooth transition takes place and the club continues to function as it did the previous year.  But there are always some challenges that the new president would like to meet, and take action on. 


The foremost challenge we have in the Rotary Club of Slidell is to develop membership, getting new members and retaining them.  We need a minimum of 10 new members immediately, without losing any present members, for our club to function normally.  With these new members, our club treasurer will be able to pay the bills without taking money out of funds that have been wisely set aside for scholarships.


Every one of us knows two or three more people who would make good Rotarians.  People who need Rotary in their life to satisfy a need to be of service to mankind.  We must get these people into Rotary, show them what Rotary is all about, and put them to work.


In order that we accomplish this major milestone, I have asked Mark Reis, and he has agreed to be our membership “development and retention” chairman.  Mark is a bright young man who likes to be involved.  I ask you to talk to Mark about what you can do to help him and our membership program.  He is going to need committee members and the help of all of us.


I recently read to you the list of people who I have asked to fill the many positions required to make the club function, so I’m not going to repeat the list.  I urge all our young Rotarians, who are young either by age or by length of membership, to please get involved.  Ask Mark, ask Randy, ask R.B., or any officer what you can do to get involved.  Rotary is a club of involvement and satisfactions from being involved.

Thank you.

