May 15, 2001

Joseph Bouie Jr., Ph.D.

Chancellor, Southern University at New Orleans

6400 Press Drive

New Orleans,  LA   70126

Dear Doctor Bouie,

My daughter in law received her Masters degree from Southern University on Saturday.  Throughout her time of attendance at Southern, my daughter in law always gave us the impression, and I continue to believe that she was well schooled and well treated, even though she was a minority at the school.

When we arrived at the Lakefront Arena Saturday, we came with this in mind, and until the program and the commencement address started, we indeed felt very comfortable and enjoyed the company of all the people around us.  Unfortunately, this didn’t last.

I had never heard of Maxine Waters until Saturday, but now I know who she is, what she stands for, and above all, I know that she did not deliver a commencement address, but a speech that would be better suited for instigating a riot.  I was on the verge of leaving during her speech, not in protest, but in fear for the safety of myself and the loved ones that were with me.

I feel sorry for your graduates; they missed a wonderful opportunity to hear what they can accomplish in life by working hand in hand with all the peoples of the world, and to better themselves by working to help the less fortunate.  Maxine Waters has a lot of hatred built up in her, something that we must work to eliminate from all races.  I am astonished that you felt she deserved an honorary doctorate.

I am sorry that I had to write this letter.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

cc:  Governor Mike Foster

