January 5, 2005

Mr. Lloyd Raner Walters, Attorney

486 Brownswitch Road

Slidell, Louisiana  70458

RE:
1095 Florida Ave.

Dear Mr. Walters,

Per your request and letter dated December 29, 2004, please note the following responses to the interrogatories, copy attached.

1. Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon

34487 Torregano Rd.

Slidell, Louisiana  70460

Born: Alexandria, Louisiana, 7/14/32

SSN:  466-36-4035

2. I am the owner of the office building located adjacent the W-14 Canal, at 1095 Florida Avenue in Slidell, Louisiana.  The bank of the canal began sliding and settling and continues to slide or (scarf), starting from near my front property line, and along a line that is close to the building (3 ft. more or less) at the front corner of the building, and when it reaches the rear corner of the building, the line of scarfing is approximately five feet into and under the area of the slab.  This settlement of the entire bank has occurred some four times since it originally occurred just after I purchased the building.

The previous owner had some problems with the trees in the bank which, having grown very large and heavy, were starting to cause the bank to slide.  He hired the services of Mr. Daryll Baker of Pirates Harbor Cane Services to drive some piles and construct a bulkhead to protect the property from a slide.  As he was working, one of his backhoes sank into the yard because the bank had collapsed after continual deepening by Parish or City forces, trying to improve drainage of the areas up stream.  The contractor’s backhoe damaged the rear of the building, causing several thousand dollars in damage at the southeast corner.

I was contacted by the owner to survey the damage and to arrange for repairs.  The owner and his business had moved from the building into facilities owned by Slidell Memorial, and at some point he asked if I would like to buy the building, which I did.  I did sign a contract that said he was not responsible for the repairs.

I contacted the City Engineer and City and Parish Council, as well as Kevin Davis, looking to get the bank repaired, as the entire canal bank, from my front property line to a point well past my rear property line and into the rear neighbors years, was beginning to settle and move into the canal bottom.  When I got no help, I hired a company “Earthworks” to repair the damaged yard and canal bank.  I spoke with the City Engineer and he advised me as to the way the city installs filter cloth at the bottom of the bank to provide a stop and hold the bank from sliding into the canal.  I also had many loads of broken concrete hauled in and installed at the bottom of the area where the bank, and now my yard, was slipping along a shear line.  I had poor dirt that was in the canal bank removed and replaced with clay.  Following all this work during a very rainy season, I topped it with good soil and sodded it with grass.  This was holding until after I started legal proceedings.  The city then made a statement that they didn’t like what I had done and they were going to tear it out and do it right.  The city didn’t notify me but came and performed the work.  I did not see what ws taking place until it was complete.  They did a beautiful job that lasted about one month and the bank collapsed into the channel of the canal several feet and my yard subsided approximately 18 inches.
I called the city several times, but no one would even discuss what had happened.  I had to have Earthworks back a third time to haul in dirt to protect my property.

Late in 2004, the city came back and reworked their bank again, but leaving my yard as it is now, approximately 18 inches below the original height and with one end of my building having no support under the corner.  I consequently have installed piles to provide some support until a permanent selection (building a bulkhead at the toe of the levee) is accomplished.
The parking lot is also broken up by the settlement and by the heavy equipment of my contractor and the city equipment.

3. 1)  Repairs to the building and yard were made during September, October and November 2001.  The first repairs to the canal bank were in 2002.
2)  Canal Bank and Yard:

a. Original repair of yard after accident in 2001.  Earthworks, 1390 Brownswitch Road, Slidell, Louisiana 70461.
b. Repairs to canal bank and yard after bank slide, 2002.  Earthworks, 1390 Brownswitch Road, Slidell, Louisiana 70461
c. Earthworks dozer and back hoe service.  Mr. Chris Ducote/1390 Brownswitch Road, Slidell, Louisiana 70461/985-960-0915

d. Grass services (twice)/H&R Sod, P.O. Box 205, McNeil, MS.  39457
Repairs to Building:

a. _____________ 
b.  Keith Bourg/4620 Pontchartrain, Apt. B, Slidell, Louisiana 70458/tel #
3) a.  Earthworks – General Contractor, owns several trucks, dozers, trackhoes.
     Chris Ducote/1390 Brownswitch Road, Slidell, Louisiana  70461/985-960-0915 

b.  Keith Bourg – General building contractor, several years experience.  I had
     known him from other work in the past Keith Bourg/4620 Pontchartrain, Apt. B

Slidell, Louisiana  70458/tel #__________
4. Gary Brown/Slidell Kidney Care/____________________________
5. 1)  Yes, as discussed above, the southeast corner of the building was damaged
heavily and framing and walls had to be replaced.  Rear door still needs to be changed.  The hole in the yard had been repaired by the time I purchased the property.

2)  I saw the original damage when the owner asked me to provide my services on 
     approximately September 18, 2001.

3)  I performed a complete investigation for the owner (copy attached)

6. 1)  The previous owner showed me and told me what happened.  Gary

            Brown/Slidell Kidney Care/____________________________ 

2)  I performed an investigation which showed that the real culprit was the 
 continuous deepening and widening of the canal bottom.  Also, the trees in the 
 bank growing heavier as they aged, causing the bank to slide.  At this time the entire bank had not collapsed.
7. This is an unreasonable question.  I told both the City and the Parish, attorneys, and many citizens.

8. No.  Other than myself, the previous owner and contractors mentioned above.
9. Yes.

1-2)  I hired the services of Mr. Larry Gilbert, P.E., Gore Engineering, to
perform a visual inspection of the situation on or about March 24, 2003.  Gore Engineering/3613 Hessmer Ave., Metairie, La.  70002/504-888-6690.  I hired the services of Mr. Ed Gremillion, P.E., to survey the canal for cross sectional area in the area that I had Mr. Ducote repair, so that I had proof that the canal flow was not being blocked by our action.  Approximate date December 15, 2001/P.O. Box 1771, Slidell, La.  70459/985-290-4029.  Mr. Gremillion also does surveying and other subcontractor work for me.

3)  Attached are copies of the letter from Gore Engineering and the survey from Ed
     Gremillion.
10. Local Agent - Trauth Insurance Agency/739 Gause Blvd., Slidell, LA  70458/985-646-0016
Flood Insurance - Zurich North America/8712 Innovation Way, Chicago, IL  60682-0087

Hazard Insurance - Bankers Insurance Company/P.O. Box 33059 St. Petersburg, FL  33733-8059

Flood Insurance - First Community Insurance Company/P.O. Box 33003

St. Petersburg, FL  33733-8003

One claim was made when A/C units were stolen May 4, 2002.  Police report was made.

11. See questions 5 & 6 above.  Yes, I was hired to perform engineering services on or about September 18, 2001.

12. No, not prior to purchase.  But I attempted to rent it after repairs.  I listed the building with Ross Thurston/907 Dolly Madison Ct., Slidell, La. 70458/985-641-6465.

13. No.

14. Thomas? __________/Address

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
EGD:clh
