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SECTION 233113 

METAL DUCTS 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 SUMMARY 

A. This Section includes metal, rectangular ducts and fittings for supply, return, outside, and 

exhaust air-distribution systems in pressure classes from minus 1 to plus 3-inch wg. 

B. See section "Duct Accessories" for terminals, dampers, duct-mounting access doors and panels, 
turning vanes, and flexible ducts. 

1.2 SUBMITTALS 

A. Shop Drawings:  Show fabrication and installation details for metal ducts. 

1. Penetrations through fire-rated and other partitions. 
2. Duct accessories, including access doors and panels. 

1.3 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. NFPA Compliance: 

1. NFPA 90A, "Installation of Air Conditioning and Ventilating Systems." 

2. NFPA 90B, "Installation of Warm Air Heating and Air Conditioning Systems." 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 SHEET METAL MATERIALS 

A. Comply with SMACNA's "HVAC Duct Construction Standards - Metal and Flexible" for 

acceptable materials, material thicknesses, and duct construction methods, unless otherwise 

indicated.  Sheet metal materials shall be free of pitting, seam marks, roller marks, stains, 
discolorations, and other imperfections. 

B. Sheet Steel:  Lock-forming quality; complying with ASTM A-653; ducts shall have mill-

phosphatized finish for surfaces exposed to view. 
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2.2 SEALANT MATERIALS 

A. Joint and Seam Tape:  2 inches wide; glass-fiber-reinforced fabric. 

B. Tape Sealing System:  Woven-fiber tape impregnated with gypsum mineral compound and 

modified acrylic/silicone activator to react exothermically with tape to form hard, durable, 

airtight seal. 

C. Water-Based Joint and Seam Sealant:  Flexible, adhesive sealant, resistant to UV light when 

cured, UL 723 listed, and complying with NFPA requirements for Class 1 ducts. 

D. Solvent-Based Joint and Seam Sealant:  One-part, non-sag, solvent-release-curing, polymerized 

butyl sealant. 

E. Flanged Joint Mastic:  One-part, acid-curing, silicone, elastomeric joint sealant complying with 

ASTM C 920. 

F. Flange Gaskets:  Butyl rubber or EPDM polymer. 

2.3 HANGERS AND SUPPORTS 

A. Building Attachments:  Concrete inserts, powder-actuated fasteners, or structural-steel fasteners 

appropriate for construction materials to which hangers are being attached. 

1. Use powder-actuated concrete fasteners for standard-weight aggregate concretes or for 

slabs more than 4 inches thick. 

2. Exception:  Do not use powder-actuated concrete fasteners for lightweight-aggregate 

concretes or for slabs less than 4 inches thick. 
 

B. Hanger Materials:  Sheet steel or threaded steel rod. 

 
1. Strap and Rod Sizes:  Comply with SMACNA's "HVAC Duct Construction Standards -

Metal and Flexible" for steel sheet width and thickness and for steel rod diameters. 

C. Duct Attachments:  Sheet metal screws, blind rivets, or self-tapping metal screws; compatible 

with duct materials. 

D. Trapeze and Riser Supports:  Steel shapes and plates complying with ASTM A-36. 

2.4 RECTANGULAR DUCT FABRICATION 

A. Fabricate ducts, elbows, transitions, offsets, branch connections, and other construction 
according to SMACNA's "HVAC Duct Construction Standards - Metal and Flexible" and 

complying with requirements for metal thickness, reinforcing types and intervals, tie-rod 

applications, and joint types and intervals. 

1. Lengths:  Fabricate rectangular ducts in lengths appropriate to reinforcement and rigidity 

class required for pressure class. 



STATE OF LOUISIANA 
STATE POLICE TROOP L HEADQUARTERS 
HVAC SYSTEM REPLACEMENT 
MANDEVILLE, LOUISIANA 

 

METAL DUCTS 233113 - 3 

2. Deflection:  Duct systems shall not exceed deflection limits according to SMACNA's 

"HVAC Duct Construction Standards - Metal and Flexible." 

B. Transverse Joints:  Prefabricated slide-on joints and components constructed using 

manufacturer's guidelines for material thickness, reinforcement size and spacing, and joint 

reinforcement. 

1.  Manufacturers: 

a. Ductmate Industries, Inc. 

b. Nexus Inc. 

c. Ward Industries, Inc. 

C. Formed-On Flanges:  Construct according to SMACNA's "HVAC Duct Construction Standards 

- Metal and Flexible," Figure 1-4, using corner, bolt, cleat, and gasket details. 

1.  Manufacturers: 

a. Ductmate Industries, Inc. 

b. Lockformer. 

2. Duct Size:  Maximum 36 inches wide and up to 2-inch wg pressure class. 
3. Longitudinal Seams:  Pittsburgh lock sealed with non-curing polymer sealant. 

D. Cross Breaking or Cross Beading:  Cross break or cross bead duct sides 19 inches and larger 

and 0.0359 inch thick or less, with more than 10 sq. ft. of non-braced panel area unless ducts are 

lined. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 DUCT APPLICATIONS 

A. Static-Pressure Classes:  Unless otherwise indicated, construct ducts according to the following: 

1. Supply Ducts (before VAV units):  2-inch wg 

2. Supply Ducts (after VAV Units):  1.5-inch wg 

3. Supply Ducts (in Mechanical Equipment Rooms):  2-inch wg 

4. Return Ducts (Negative Pressure):  Minus 1-inch wg 

3.2 DUCT INSTALLATION 

A. Construct and install ducts according to SMACNA's "HVAC Duct Construction Standards -

Metal and Flexible," unless otherwise indicated. 

B. Install ducts with fewest possible joints. 

C. Install fabricated fittings for changes in directions, size, and shape and for connections. 
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D. Install couplings tight to duct wall surface with a minimum of projections into duct.  Secure 

couplings with sheet metal screws.  Install screws at intervals of 12 inches, with a minimum of 
three screws in each coupling. 

E. Install ducts, unless otherwise indicated, vertically and horizontally and parallel and 

perpendicular to building lines; avoid diagonal runs. 

F. Install ducts close to walls, overhead construction, columns, and other structural and permanent 

enclosure elements of building. 

G. Install ducts with a clearance of 2 inches, plus allowance for insulation thickness. 

H. Conceal ducts from view in finished spaces.  Do not encase horizontal runs in solid partitions 
unless specifically indicated. 

I. Coordinate layout with suspended ceiling, fire- and smoke-control dampers, lighting layouts, 

and similar finished work. 

J. Seal all joints and seams.  Apply sealant to male end connectors before insertion, and afterward 

to cover entire joint and sheet metal screws. 

K. Electrical Equipment Spaces:  Route ducts to avoid passing through transformer vaults and 
electrical equipment spaces and enclosures. 

L. Fire-Rated Partition Penetrations:  Where ducts pass through interior partitions and exterior 

walls, install appropriately rated fire dampers, sleeves, and fire-stopping sealant.   

M. Protect duct interiors from the elements and foreign materials until building is enclosed.   

3.3 SEAM AND JOINT SEALING 

A. Prior to applying insulation, operate system blower and examine ductwork for leakage.  Seal 

duct seams and joints according to SMACNA's "HVAC Duct Construction Standards -Metal 
and Flexible" for duct pressure class indicated.   

B. After sealing ductwork and with approval of Dammon Engineering, apply insulation as 

specified. 

3.4 HANGING AND SUPPORTING 

A. Support horizontal ducts within 24 inches of each elbow and within 48 inches of each branch 

intersection. 

B. Support vertical ducts at maximum intervals of 16 feet and at each floor. 

C. Install upper attachments to structures with an allowable load not exceeding one-fourth of 

failure (proof-test) load. 
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D. Install concrete inserts before placing concrete. 

E. Install powder-actuated concrete fasteners after concrete is placed and completely cured. 

1. Do not use powder-actuated concrete fasteners for lightweight-aggregate concretes or for 

slabs less than 4 inches thick. 

3.5 CONNECTIONS 

A. Comply with SMACNA's "HVAC Duct Construction Standards--Metal and Flexible" for 

branch, outlet and inlet, and terminal unit connections. 

END OF SECTION 233113 


