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Katrina Damages
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Andrew Cutliff, Owner
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Covington, Louisiana
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Attorney:
Paul Harrison



532 Girod St.



Mandeville, LA



(o) 985-727-7348

History:

I was contacted by Paul Harrison to perform a structural inspection on the Owner’s home on Twin Rivers Road.  The Owner reported that his home had suffered extensive damages from Hurricane Katrina, and that his insurance company had refused to pay enough money to completely repair the damages.

I was given photos of the damages to both the exterior and interior of the home, a copy of the insurance company engineer’s report of their findings and a copy of a report by Epic Group Public Adjusters, Ocean Springs, Mississippi.

At the date of my examining the property, much of the work to repair the damages had been completed, as the hurricane occurred over two years prior to my inspecting the home.

Findings:

1. From the photos provided me, I first noted that many trees in the front yard had fallen, or were otherwise damaged to a point that required removal, indicative of the force of the hurricane at that location.  Additionally, there was damage to the copper chimney caps and Mr. Cutliff reported that the south west roof over his daughter’s bedroom had blown off, causing both interior water damage and exterior shingle and roof damage.

2. Inspection of the interior of the home revealed numerous areas where the crown molding had separated from the wall as well as joints being loose.  Mr. Cutliff reported that much of the work to repair these damages had been accomplished, as well as repairs to cracks in the gypsum board walls, etc.

3. Mr. Cutliff reported that the windows would not operate.  Close inspection of the windows and frame revealed that they were plumb and level within allowable construction variances, ad that the jambs were constructed with spring loaded weather strip that pushed against the window to assure better air tightness.  It appeared that these were stuck to the windows, and not allowing them to operate.  The window company should be consulted for proper maintenance practices.  These are expensive top end windows that should work properly.

4. The owner reported that a previous inspection found rafters that were not properly attached to the ceiling joist and top plate in the area that lost shingles.  This area of the attic was not accessible during my inspection, but these should be repaired, along with damage caused to the ceiling, by the work.
5. Areas of stucco repairs (exterior walls) were pointed out by the owner as were cracks in the fireplace chimneys.  These cracks should be cleaned out and repointed.  It was reported that one of the chimney caps (large bronze cap, had blown off during the hurricane.)

6. The Owner pointed out many places where water intruded and damaged floors, and it was obvious that the amount of time the house was without air conditioning caused swelling and opening of joints, as well as the wood floors to swell, expand and warp.

Analysis:

This home was located approximately thirty miles west of the center line of the path Katrina traveled on its way through south east Louisiana and south west Mississippi.

Lake Pontchartrain is approximately six miles to the south.  Winds on Lake Pontchartrain were as high as 85 mph, according to NOAA wind map, showing wind conditions in the area.  As winds were blowing in a counter clockwise direction, the wind would have had micro bursts in this area that dip down form their steady stated speed at two hundred plus feet above the ground, and blow houses apart or tear them up, even this far from the hurricane and buildings as far away as Hammond were subject to damage.

This engineer was located approximately ten miles west of the storm’s eye in an elevated concrete house.  We felt relatively safe, but houses within a quarter mile were ruined by winds that shook the house unmercifully.
Conclusion:

It is my professional opinion that this house was seriously damaged by the winds of Hurricane Katrina.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

