July 23, 2007

Mr. Michael Ginart, Jr.

Law Offices of Tonry & Ginart, LLC

2114 Paris Rd.

Chalmette, Louisiana  70043

RE:
David Blanchard Residence


4124 E. La. Hwy. 46


St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana

Comments on Denson Engineers’ Report:
Mr. Launey reported that the pile top elevation is 9’ 10” above slab.  Slab elevation is probably seven feet above sea level, as the general elevation of the land is approximately six feet and there was some fill under the slab.  This would make the house living level at approximately elevation 17.5’ above sea level.

The FEMA “Louisiana Hurricane Surge and Inundation and Advisory Base Flood Elevation Map Panel Overview,” shows the surge level on the west side of the center line of Katrina to be elevation 16, dropping off to elevation 15 very quickly.

This means that the Blanchard house’s main floor was probably between 1.5 to 2.5 feet above the storm surge.  The waves probably were capping at about the elevation of the floor.  There is no way that as Sonny Launey said, “the complete destruction of the home was caused by the surge,” and the house was probably gone by the time the water arrived, the wind preceding the water by several hours with tornadic winds ripping buildings apart.  The water then finished the job when the building was on the ground.

As Mr. Launey stated, a tree may have hit the house, opening it to even more wind pressures, which tore it apart.

Have you seen a copy of the deposition of Emile Nehlig, a neighbor of the Blanchards, which was taken by Peirce Hammond?  I have a copy of that deposition.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
