STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Date:
September 14, 2005

Type:
Residential

RE:
Post-Hurricane Katrina Structural Inspection

Structure:
Wood frame with vinyl siding on pile-supported pier and beam

Owner(s): 
J.C. and Patsy Himel
Property: 
28393 Vinson



LaCombe, La 



(985) 285-3533 ©



(985) 778-3148 ©
(daughter)



(985) 624-4083
house

History:

Patsy Himel contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced residence.  She was concerned that a tree, which had fallen on the roof and chimney, had caused structural problems.  Another tree had fallen on the roof over the master bathroom.  New cracks have begun to appear throughout the house and the front door no longer seals properly.

Findings:

This visual inspection was performed while the tree was still on the roof and chimney, but the tree over the master bath had been removed.  The front door, although it would close properly, did not make a seal at the top of the frame.  One tree has penetrated the roof over two bedrooms and hit the chimney that comes from the living room.  Another tree has penetrated the roof in the master bathroom.  A visual inspection of the house shows that cracks are appearing in the foyer as well as other areas of the house, in the gypsum wall board.

A level inspection of the living room where the chimney was struck shows that the floor varies only .5 tenths of an inch (1/2”) from its highest to lowest point.  A level inspection of the rest of the dwelling shows that the floor varies only .3 of an inch (3/10”). An inspection was made of the attic, where a substantial number of roof rafters appear to be broken over the two bedrooms.  One roof rafter over the master bathroom has been broken. 

Analysis:

The foundation appears to be in good condition.  The roof and load-bearing walls have taken a large hit from the weight of the tree hitting the roof and the chimney.  Since the inspection was performed while the weight of the tree was still sitting on the house, some of the doors were not sealing properly, and will probably remain that way until corrected.
Conclusion:

The roof rafters can be replaced and the roof repaired.  The cracks in the walls throughout the house were caused by the weight of the trees falling on the house.  These cracks are minor in nature and can be repaired and painted.  The doors may correct themselves once the weight of the tree is removed from the house.  If not the door frame will have to be removed and re-installed.

It is my professional opinion that this dwelling is structurally sound.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Louisiana License No. 8796

Attachments:
Photos (6)

This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


