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STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

For:
Janet Burk


Location:
326 Windward Passage 



Slidell, La 70458

Building Description:  Wood frame, two story, concrete pier foundation approximately 4’ above grade, composite shingle roof, and wood siding on four sides.

Scope: 

This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the exterior walls, flooring from below,  composition roof shingles and foundation.  No inspection of the mechanical or electrical systems was performed.

History:

Mr. Don Allen contacted Dammon Engineering on Mrs. Burk’s behalf to perform a foundation inspection on the referenced residential property.  Mrs. Burk stated that she had hired a contractor to repair and raise her home to an approximate height of four feet.  The house was raised and it was found that several of the pilings had rotted at approximately the ground level.  

Findings:

In an effort to solve the problem the contractor removed sections of many of the pilings and constructed CMU piers.  As constructed, these piers are inadequate to support the house.  Weight bearing walls are not adequately supported and are sagging. As designed, the foundation is inadequate to support the house. There are 32 CMU piers on which the house rest.  These piers are not all supported by concrete footings and are subject to settling.

There presently are no tie downs.  They were cut when the house was raised.

History:

Problems with the house being level and properly supported were exhibited shortly after     

Hurricane Katrina.  Mrs. Burk consulted a contractor at that time.  Mrs. Burk then contacted Mr.

Donald Allen when it appeared the contractor was unable to resolve the problem. Mr., Allen then contacted                  

Dammon Engineering. We talked with Mrs. Burk and she requested that we conduct a foundation inspection.

              Recommendation:

               Engage the services of an engineer to design an adequate foundation system to properly support the loads    

            Involved and meet the IBC requirements for tie downs. Have the new work accomplished by 

               A competent contractor, and re level the house.

