Windward Inc. Slidell, LA
Site Preparation Notes:

1. Prior to construction, the area of the structure foundations should be stripped of all vegetation, existing fill material, soft or loose surface soils, deleterious material, etc. All excavated materials should be replaced with controlled-compacted structural fill.

2. Provide and maintain immediate site drainage before, during, and after construction. Provide grading, swales, and sump pumps as may be required to immediately drain all rainwater from the construction area. Footing excavations should be observed and concrete placed as quickly as possible to avoid exposure of the footing bottoms to wetting and drying. Surface run-off water should be drained away from the excavations and not be allowed to pond prior to or after concrete placement. If it is required that footing excavations be left open for more than one day, they should be protected to reduce evaporation or entry of moisture.

3. The structural fill could consist of red clay-sand type material having less than 30 percent fines passing the No. 200 Sieve. It should be compacted to at least 95percent of Maximum Dry Density at Optimum Moisture Content according to ASTM D-698 (Standard Procter). In place density measurements should be taken to assure that this degree of compaction is achieved. For this case, the footings could be seated in this structural fill using the allowable soil bearing capacities given below.

4. New spread concrete footings and continuous footings, bearing on compacted structural fill at least 2 feet below finished grade, should be designed for maximum net allowable bearing pressures of 1,500 psf and 1,200 psf, respectively, based on dead loads and design live loads. These allowable soil bearing capacities assume that the spread footings bypass the existing fill and are seated in the firm, naturally occurring medium stiff to stiff clays that were encountered at the 1 to 1 ½ foot depth below the existing ground surface elevation.

5. Based on results of the field and laboratory tests and the anticipated foundation loads, estimated maximum foundation settlements should not exceed 1 inch. Differential settlement is estimated to be less than ½ inch.

6. Monitoring of proof-rolling, and selection, placement, and compaction of fill by the geotechnical engineer, for all of the above, is recommended.

7. Where shrubs or bushes are placed next to the structure provide a minimum distance between the plant and the slab of ½ the expected height of the tree.

