July 17, 2001

Corey Thomas

Office of State Fire Marshal

5150 Florida Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA  70806

RE:
PO221564 – El Bethel Apostolic Mission

Dear Mr. Thomas,

In reviewing the requirements of your review letter, I would ask that you reconsider the requirement listed as 101:8-3.4, NFPA 101, 1997.

As noted in your letter, the rating is for assembly, 300 occupants or less.  Although not specifically stated in the article quoted above, but now stated in the 2000 NFPA 101, the requirement for a fire detection system is for occupant loads of 300 or more (NFPA 2000, 12.3.4.1).

The facility in question is one single room, with the wall of the Sunday School and the auditorium wall all having approximately 12” between them and the ceiling.  The only rooms enclosed to the ceiling are the toilets.

I ask that you review this requirement, and eliminate it if possible.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
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