OBSERVATION OF DISCOUNT DEPOT

11/25/03 arrived at 8:57 a.m.  Discount Depot had 4 vehicles in the front parking lot (3 were at gas pumps); Shell station had 5 vehicles in front parking lot (1 was at a gas pump).

Gas prices at the Shell station and Discount Depot were the same.  Premium Unleaded $1.59, Unleaded Plus $1.49.

The Citgo station that is located approximately ½ of a block away from both the Shell Station and the Discount Depot had approximately 8-10 vehicles in the parking lot.  The gas prices at the Citgo were lower than the Shell Station and Discount Depot.  Premium Unleaded was $1.53 with Unleaded Plus at $1.43.

At 9:05 the Discount Depot had 4 vehicles in the front parking lot, with 3 of those at the gas pumps.  The Shell Station had 5 vehicles in the front parking lot with 2 at the gas pumps.

At 9:15 the Discount Depot had 5 vehicles in the front parking lot, the Shell Station had 4.  One of the customers at the Shell Station was at the Diesel pump, none were at the gas pumps.

At 9:30 Discount Depot had 4 vehicles in the front parking lot, all at the gas pumps.  Shell Station had 6 vehicles, with 1 at a gas pump.

Citgo, at approximately the same time, had 10 vehicles in the front parking lot.  Four of the vehicles at the Citgo were trucks lined up for Diesel.

The Diesel pumps at both the Shell Station and the Citgo Station were to the left side and back several feet from where the regular front gas pumps are located.

When inside the Discount Depot store at 9:05, there were approximately four customers inside the store, Suzye was working the counter.  When inside the Shell Station at 9:10, there were approximately 7 customers inside the store, but 3-4 of those customers were seated, eating and drinking coffee.  The Shell Station appeared to be serving hot food, as the kitchen was already up and running.  This would account for extra vehicles in the parking lot, as customers are in the store for longer periods of time.

The Shell Station and the completed portion of the Discount Depot appeared to be similar in interior square footage and parking area.  The Discount Depot appeared to have a larger quantity of food and perishables available for sale.  While I did not enter the Citgo station, from the exterior, appeared to be on a larger piece of property with a larger interior square footage than both the Shell and Discount Depot stores.

While there was a seating area in Discount Depot, the Deli counter appeared to be closed as the lights in the meat case and over the counter were off.  No one was seated.  It is possible that the deli opens for lunch and dinner only.
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