December 13, 2004

Mr. Joe Delaune, Architect
Office of State Fire Marshal

8181 Independence Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA  70806

RE:
PO285396

Textron New Orleans


ASV Manufacturing Facility

Dear Mr. Delaune,

Since I first talked to Don Zeringue about this project, and after I requested that you review this project as a shell only, information has come to light that should allow the complete review to take place.  The same operation described here is currently in place in other buildings, allowing Textron to assemble these same vehicles under their present contract with the Army.

1. The vehicle bodies will enter the building from the west end, each line going through an air blast that will de-scale and clean the metal, and then to a paint and dry booth being purchased from “Global Finishing Solutions,” of Dallas, Texas, to apply paint to selected areas.  These booths will have fire protection.

2. The vehicle body then travels to the next room where the parts of the vehicle that receive armor are cleaned (wiped) with alcohol and other work is completed.  Then the resin (a two part mix) is applied to the armor and glued to the vehicle.  The resin is mixed in a five gallon bucket.  The resin is Biresin U1305 hardener and Biresin U1305 resin.
When the installation of the armor is complete, the body goes to the final room, traveling through another paint booth (fire protected), to get its final paint and dry operation, before leaving the building.

The room of the building where the body receives the resin-attached armor, has the following chemicals being used.  The ventilation system will be such as to limit the off gases to the parts per million that are below the following, as required by OSHA for breathing in the work area.  The resin will be mixed under an exhaust hood.
a. MDI (Methylenediphenyl diisocyanate)

OSHA – not to exceed .02 parts per million of air during work day used to make polyethylene forms.

b. Acetone (a manufactured chemical)

OSHA – not to exceed 1,000 parts per million per 8-hour shift in 40-hour work week.

Lower Flammability Limit – 2.5

c. Isopropyl Alcohol

OSHA – not to exceed 980 parts per cu. meter in an 8-hour work day, in a 40-hour work week.
d. Petroleum Naptha
OSHA – not to exceed 1,800 milligrams per cu. meter of air in  8-hour work day, in a 40-hour work week.

e. Heptane

OSHA – not to exceed 2,000 milligrams per cu. meter 8-hour work day, in a 40-hour work week.

These levels require air changes that are considerably lower than that required for the lower explosion limit for each.  The ventilation system is designed to meet the OSHA requirements above.

As previously stated, the present operation for producing the ASV vehicles at Textron uses the same chemicals shown above, with a slightly different production rate of vehicles.  The room where the armor is applied is air-conditioned to provide humidity and temperature control as well as air changes required to remove fumes.  As earlier stated, mixing will be accomplished in an exhaust hood environment.

We propose that the building have an F-2 classification.  The paint booths will be fire protected either by sprinkling or by Halon, and the armor installation room will be sprinkled, if required by your office.

Textron’s safety engineer is:


Mr. Perry Bergeron


Director/Environmental


Health and Safety


504-254-6314

Please call him for verification of information.

If you have any questions, or require any further information, please feel free to call.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

