December 1, 2004

Mr. Don Celestin

Braithwaite Construction Co.

3013 St. Bernard Hwy.

Meraux, LA  70075

RE:
Repair of Structural Concrete Slab


John Clancy School

Dear Mr. Celestin,

Visual inspection of the structural slab for the John Clancy School revealed that (10) of the (16) embedded base plates exhibited voids caused by inadequate concrete placement procedures.  Approximately (20) twenty LF of the perimeter concrete surface under the brick ledger exhibited honeycombing due to the same problem.  Also, the rebar coverage needs to be per ACI Building Code (Minimum of (3) three inches for exterior surfaces.)

The voids should not affect the capability of the base plate to resist the lateral and uplift forces of the building.  However, the repair of the voids must be completed to assure the base plates will be able to resist the compressive forces of the columns.

The voids should be repaired using a portland cement based non-shrink precision grout similar to the “Quickcrete Non-shrink Grout #1585-00.”  The grout is available locally and the contractor should follow all manufacturer’s installation instructions.  I recommend that the grout be poured and not dry-packed and that the grout be applied without using a concrete bonding agent. Make sure that the temperature is in the correct range before repairing the problems.

Suggested Supplier: Quickcrete of New Orleans, 200 Hord St., Harahan, LA  70123, Ph 504-733-8030 – contact Jeff.

Yours respectfully,

______________________



___________________________

Curtis Craig





Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

