Dammon Engineering, Inc.

dammonengineering.com


1095 Florida Ave.



P.O. Box 2830




            985-649-5832

Slidell, LA 70458



Slidell, LA  70459



   FAX 985-641-5950

October 1, 2004

Mr. Kenneth Robichaux

Office of State Fire Marshal

7919 Independence Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA  70806

RE:
PO271896/ReRoofing Chateau Living Center


716 Village Rd.


Kenner, LA  70065

Dear Mr. Robichaux,

The referenced project is nearing completion.  There has been no change to the existing attic or to the existing sprinkler system referred to in the review letter attached.
There is an area of roof on each end of an interior courtyard (the courtyard has no egress to the outside and is not a required means of egress), where we corrected a flat roof on the porch by adding a sloped roof that ties into the main roof of the building.  This can be seen as area A & B on the attached drawing.

The vertical knee walls that the new roof sits on run parallel and continuous across the roof, dividing the space between roofs in approximately 3 ft. wide spaces.  This wouldn’t allow sprinklers to operate in the area required.

The sprinkler system for the area below the porch is shown in photos #1, #2, and #4, each end of the courtyard being similar, with identical sprinklers.

Section No. 2, of drawing A-1, showing the metal roof added, shows the maximum vertical opening between the existing and new roof.  Actually, on one case this distance is only 8 inches, the other being 1 ft., 5 inches, hardly enough room to install and properly maintain a sprinkler system.

The interior of the building in this area has a vaulted ceiling, with sprinklers as shown in photo #3.  Neither area A nor B has egress requirements to the courtyard.  If a problem develops in one end of the courtyard, there are several other ways to get out of the courtyard through doors to other parts of the main building.

As stated previously, the existing sprinkler system has not been changed by this work.  The local inspector, Mr. Troy Drennan of the fire marshal’s office, viewed the work on Thursday, October 30, 2004, with representatives from our office, the Owner and the Contractor.

I ask that the roofing system installation be approved as is.  Please call me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Attachments:
Drawing A-1



Photos 1, 2, & 3



Copy of your review letter, dated March 9, 2004
