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To Whom It May Concern:

Several years back, Mr. Emmett (Pete) Dammon, a professional engineer and head of his own company, did a very courageous thing, he informed the FBI of public officials demanding bribes to give him work.  After extended investigation, including several “set-up” meetings in which Mr. Dammon was required to wear secret recording devices, and a trial, a conviction was secured with imprisonment for both of the men.  Needless to say, this was very traumatic for Mr. Dammon.  First, he was a kind sensitive man with no desire to cause harm to anyone, but being strictly honest, he felt it was his duty to report what was happening.  Additionally, following this episode, his business, which had been largely based on public works, began to suffer severely.  Apparently, school board and other government agencies either did not respect his decision to become a “whistle-blower,” or were afraid that if provided with contracts, Mr. Dammon would look for the “dirty laundry” of such boards.  Additionally, some people did not know or did not wish to accept the reality of what happened and why Mr. Dammon came forward, and he suffered some personal criticism from several fronts.  

As one might expect, all of the above worked a severe hardship on Mr. Dammon and he began to have depressive symptoms of anxiety, insomnia, gastric symptoms, self doubt and recriminations, second guessing whether he had done the right thing.  He suffered a sudden severe gastric emergency (Entersuseption) requiring surgery, and following this a wound infection and then a lung condition (Psydomonius arigimosous) requiring not only a lengthy hospital stay, but a prolonged period of home treatment and recuperation.  Thus, the period from January 1997 through December 1999 was most difficult for Mr. Dammon, who had to contend with not only all of the foregoing, but additionally had to attempt to rebuild his damaged business along other lines rather than through the government contracts he had previously been able to acquire.  During this period he was severely distraught and was not his usual self.

I am happy to be able to say that thankfully, now, several years later in 2003, Mr. Dammon seems to have made a good recovery.

Sincerely,

Alfred A. Olinde, MD

