Boating Experience

Of 

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon

When I returned from the Korean war in 1952, I purchased my first boat.  Prior to that I had always used my father’s boat for hunting and fishing.  During the period 1952-1962, I had boats with small horsepower ratings up to 25 horsepower.

Following my moving to Slidell, Louisiana in 1962, I purchased my first cabin cruiser. Since then, I have owned probably twenty boats of various sizes.  Approximately 10 of these were over 30 feet.

I have navigated the waters offshore to the islands along the Mississippi and Louisiana coast all during this period, including some experiences with bad weather.

I am also an aircraft pilot, and have the navigation experience to go with it.  I know and understand the marking on buoys, etc. that make for safe navigation.
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Hurricane Plan

When a hurricane is predicted to come into the northern Gulf of Mexico, the following steps are taken:

1. Inspect vessel for loose fittings, tie down antennas, etc.

2. Inspect lockers for mooring ropes to be used if hurricane is predicted to enter between Galveston, Texas and Apilachicola, Florida.

3. Test all bilge pumps for working order.

4. Inspect all portholes and deck covers for water tightness.

When predicted to hit our area of the coast.

1. Install mooring lines so that vessel will ride on tides of up to ten feet and not touch pilings.  Inspect every four hours (my home is approximately one mile away) for tidal action and adjust mooring lines accordingly.

2. Harbormaster also makes hourly round to check lines.  Harbormaster has 4” gasoline engine driven pumps to use in case of any boat having problem.
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