December 14, 2001

Congressman David Vitter

2406 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C.  20515-0551

Dear Congressman Vitter,

I need, and would appreciate, your help concerning a matter with the IRS that has gone on too long.  I really should have asked Bob Livingston to help with it while he was in office, but I never did.

This matter all started in 1991, when the president of the St. Tammany Parish School Board and others tried to extort money from me, an engineer, during a 50 million-dollar school expansion.  I went to the FBI and after working undercover to document all the happenings, some of the conspirators went to jail.  This time was very hard on me and on my business, as all the politicians stopped giving me business.  Congressman Bob Livingston was aware of what was happening and was able to help me some by leaning on some of the local politicians.

One result of all this was that I was admitted to the hospital with my intestines twisted in knots.  They actually had to unknot them.  I caught Pseudomonis Auruginosa (a rare hospital borne disease) in the operating room and was incapacitated for quite a while.

The school board held a meeting and said that I did bad work and they wouldn’t use my services any more.  I sued the school board and settled out of court for approximately fifty thousand dollars, after the lawyer got his forty thousand.

The payment check was made out to me personally and was to cover all the miscellaneous expenses I incurred during this period.  When I received the check, I needed money in my company account to pay for other items which we were behind on, so I deposited the check in the company account.

My CPA at that time was late in getting to our tax completed (1994), and on the night before it was due (after extensions) he brought the tax package to me.  I immediately recognized that he had included the fifty thousand that wasn’t income, but it was too late and I sent it in and immediately filed an amended return, excluding the fifty thousand as it was a loan to the company.

A local IRS agent paid me a visit very soon afterwards and, of course, she had an interest in keeping the amount as income to the company.

I hired an ex-IRS agent who said he could get it straight for me, but he just charged me for several hours each month and never worked it out.

I have been dunned by the IRS for this ever since, and am tired of it.  I really do not owe this money to begin with, and each time I have any money due me from the IRS, they confiscate it to apply to what they say I owe.  They also continue to add interest on top of that amount.

This has been an eye opening experience, and an unfortunate payback for trying to do the right thing.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Attachment:
Letter from IRS dated August 20, 2001
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