January 8, 2003

Captain O’Neil

Commanding Officer

596 Signal Co.

Ft. Riley, Kansas  66442

Dear Sir:

I have a very special favor to ask of you regarding one of your soldiers, who is also my grandson.  I know that present day activities for you are very demanding because of our worldwide problems, but I believe that you will enjoy the task I ask of you.

E4 Brandin Nowakowski, a soldier in your command, recently received a letter from West Point, suggesting that because of his test scores when he enlisted, they were inviting him to apply to West Point.  With all BS set aside and knowing some of the rigors he would have to stand up to, the Army is offering this brilliant young man, who was brought up without a father and moved from pillar to post, the chance of a lifetime.  He can earn a very reputable degree in one of our country’s best and oldest universities.  This will benefit him throughout his life.

E4 Nowakowski always made straight A’s, but dropped out of school because his older brother did, and also because of the environment he was subjected to.  He still turned out to be a very nice and pleasant young man, and I feel that he could easily master the curriculum at West Point, and become an officer and gentleman the army would be proud of.

As a former G.I., (512 Ord. Ham Co., U.S. Army 1948-1952, Korean-Pusan Perimeter, etc.), I am thankful that I was able to earn a B.S. in Engineering with my GI Bill.  E4 Nowakowski has an opportunity to expand on the worth of my degree tenfold, but is being very hesitant about applying, and I think there is a lot of peer pressure involved.

I am asking you to talk with him and perhaps guide his decision making process down the right path.  He doesn’t know that I have written to you, and I haven’t been able to reach him.  His mother keeps me up to date on this subject.  (I don’t think he wants to speak to me about this until he has made a decision.)

I thank you for your time, and thank you in advance for your help.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

34487 Torregano Rd.

Slidell, Louisiana  70460

985-649-3767

