Pete Dammon Biography
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Women’s Civic Club

Pete Dammon moved to Slidell with the Boeing Company in the spring of 1962.  He moved here to assist in the preparation of the old Michoud plant to be used to construct the first stage of the Saturn Rocket, which would take our astronauts to the moon.  He later worked for Chrysler, Avondale Shipyards and Martin Marietta before leaving to open his own engineering firm in 1978, providing engineering services to NASA, the Defense Department, the Postal Service and many other national, state and local organizations in need of Architect and Engineering services.

Pete moved his office to Slidell in the early 1980’s and immediately became involved with city and parish opportunities to serve the public interest.  He joined the Chamber of Commerce in 1980 and the Rotary Club in 1989.  Pete has worked tirelessly on community and worldwide projects to raise the standard of living in our community and create the opportunity for better understanding among the nations of the world.  He has also contributed the talents of his company to help local charities and service organizations, such as donating the architect and engineering services to design and oversee the construction of the S.T.A.R.C. West adult daycare center, a million dollar complex near Mandeville.

Pete has been married to his wife Maxine Sharff Dammon for 18 years.  He and Maxine reside in the Bayou Liberty area.  They have three children that live in Slidell and two in Texas. They enjoy 13 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.

Pete Dammon is a Korean War Veteran, and served in the U.S. Army from 1948-1952.  He served in Korea for three separate battle campaigns, including the “Pusan Perimeter.”

Following are some of Pete’s accomplishments:

1. Pete arranged for two separate groups of 12 Russian business owners and managers to spend three weeks each in Slidell, teaching them some of the basic rules of the free market economy, and exposing them to American home life.

2. Pete and his wife Maxine annually take part in a program that sends young business people to foreign countries for one month, and hosts one or more of the team being sent by a foreign country to the United States.

3. He participates annually in activities such as the “MDA Lockup,” a fundraiser for the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

4. In 2002 Pete was the local organizer for a visit to our city by 132 foreign exchange students who have completed a year of study in our country, and are touring the United States, prior to returning to their home countries.  Pete brought the two Slidell Rotary Clubs and the Elks Lodge together to provide an afternoon of swimming and entertainment for these 16-19 year old students from 32 countries.

5. Pete has served on the St. Tammany Parish Board of Zoning Appeals for the last 10 years.  This is a non-paying position and is the only Parish Board that can make exceptions to the law by granting a variance to zoning laws.

6. Pete has served on the Slidell Board of Code Appeals for 3 years, and is presently a member.

7. As an Incorporator and Board Member of the Slidell Heritage Fest, the Fourth of July festival that raises money for local charities, Pete is an active worker at the fest and was in charge of the Ronnie Kole concert for the 2001 Heritage Fest.

8. Pete serves on the committee for “Jazz on the Bayou” and works at the event, which raises money for the Easter Seals Society.

9.
Pete also works with the Camellia City Classic, a 10K race that raises money for charity, and with K Bar B to improve their facilities and help arrange Christmas parties and other outings for the youngsters.

10. Pete has served on the Board of Directors of the following:

a. Chamber of Commerce, Vice President, two terms
1991-1993

b. Rotary Club of Slidell, President, two terms 1994-1995, 2001-2002

Worked at Rotary District level to raise money to fight Polio.  (Currently working to raise money to completely wipe out Polio by 2005.)

c. New Orleans District, La. Engineering Society, President 1998-1999

Pete has received several awards from the Louisiana Engineering Society, state level:

1. Andrew M Lockett Award for Community Involvement.

2. Charles M. Kerr public relations award for working in the community and state to further the reputation of engineering.

3. Louisiana Engineering Society “Ethics in Business” award for “Faithful and unselfish service to the engineering profession.”

11. Pete also received the Slidell Chamber of Commerce “Ethics in Business Award” and the City of Slidell “Key to the City” for his ethical stand that ended with the parish school board president and a board member being sent to prison.

12. In 1994 Pete ran for Louisiana Senate on his reputation as a reformer and the need for the cleaning up of both the Louisiana House of Representatives and Louisiana Senate.

13. Pete was Chairman of the Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Industry from 1993-1995.

14. Crewe de La Dominique, 1984-1995, and was Duke in 1990

15. Duke – Women’s Civic Club, 2002

16. Faith – Episcopalian 

Former member of Vestry

Former warden

Former Sunday School Superintendent

17. Hobbies:

Pete is a Licensed Private Pilot and enjoys flying, fishing, working in his business of Engineering and Architecture and learning something new everyday.

Pete especially enjoys working through Rotary Ideals on projects that help bring about more understanding between the nations of the world.

Organizations:

Louisiana Engineering Society

National Society of Professional Engineers

American Society of Civil Engineers

Order of the Engineer

Slidell Chamber of Commerce

Rotary Club of Slidell

