October 5, 2005

Sheriff Jack Strain

701 N. Columbia Street
Covington, LA  70433

Dear Sheriff Strain,

There has been a growing traffic problem on Hwy 190 West, Northshore Blvd., and Thompson Road each afternoon when the private school lets out on Thompson Road.  This problem is backing up traffic as far back as the Interstate and along Hwy 190 as far back as Slidell.

The parents picking up their kids attempt to turn left onto Thompson Road and their cars are backed up to the Bayou Liberty Bridge, causing traffic to stop at that point.

I propose that if the parents picking up their children would proceed past Thompson on Hwy 190 to Sylve Road, then back to Thompson via Sylve Road, where they would turn right onto the new lane (existing) created to allow them to turn into the school, this would solve the problem, as Sylve Road can hold all the automobiles waiting to pick up at the school.
Presently, both local traffic and school traffic get into the left turn lane on Hwy 190 for Thompson Road, causing the turn lane to fill back to the bridge, while the straight on lane is empty.  By using the Sylve Road idea, both lanes would fill up before causing a bottle neck, which would help the situation.

Additionally, Jack, the Bayou Liberty bridge seems to be ready to open to light automobile traffic now.  This would also help the Hwy 190 problem, which is double its usual capacity due to the influx of workers and St. Bernard/Orleans residents.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
cc:
Steve Stefancik


Pete Schneider
