Polio Eradication – Why 99% is Not Enough

Until we reach the last child, we will never end the suffering.

In 1985, Rotary International committed to help immunize the world’s children against Polio, with a target completion date of 2005.  As of now, the world has seen an astounding 99% decrease in Polio cases since 1988, the year that Rotary International, the World Health Organization, UNICEF and the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention joined forces to accomplish the task.

Initially, Rotary raised more than 240 million dollars to help run the program.  By 2005, the total Rotary contributions to the cause will be an estimated 500 million dollars, one-half of the one billion dollars needed to complete the program by these organizations.  Incidentally, following the start of the Polio Project, immunization for childhood diseases was added to the program.

Rotary International needs to raise 80 million dollars to complete this challenge.  The 80 million dollars will increase by a matching grant of up to 25 million dollars from the Bill and Malinda Gates Foundation, and will be augmented by the World Bank to complete the project.

Do you have a parent, grandparent, brother, sister, or other relative or friend who was stricken by this terrible disease in the 1930-1950 era?  If so, you probably remember all too well the heartbreak of watching them suffer from this crippling, deadly disease, living in an iron lung and then with braces on their legs, if they were lucky.

We are so near completely eliminating this terrible disease that I feel the American public, Businesses and others will want to contribute so that Polio can be completely eradicated, never to raise its ugly face on earth again.

We all need to feel we are part of this effort so diligently pursued by Rotary.

If you would like to be part of this Herculean task, please make checks payable to “Polio Plus” and send your donation to Rotary Polio Fund, P.O. Box 888, Slidell, Louisiana 70458.

When Rotarians see a child with his cleft pallet successfully repaired, or an elderly South American Indian with her cataracts removed, they witness the healing that has been accomplished by the efforts of their organization’s world wide projects.  They also feel that satisfaction within the human soul that only comes about when we help others less fortunate than ourselves.

Rotary is a worldwide organization of business and professional people who meet regularly in towns and cities around the globe to serve the community in which they live through world wide projects such as the Polio Plus program above.  If you are interested in finding out more about Rotary and its programs please call one of the numbers listed below, or visit Rotary International’s website at www.rotary.org, and click on “about Rotary”.

This announcement was paid for by the following community businesses: 
