STRUCTURAL REVISIT

July 13, 2007

For:

Robert Landesman

Location: 
317 Hawk Drive

                 
Slidell, La 70461

Building Description:  Wood frame/brick veneer/composite shingle roof/concrete slab

Scope:

This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the interior and exterior walls, ceilings, floors, roof and foundation.  No inspection of the mechanical or electrical systems was performed.

History:

Mr. Landesman contacted Dammon Engineering to request a revisit to help determine if the foundation to his property shows indications of further settling since the first inspection conducted on February 27, 2007.

Findings:

The inspection included the attic area and the primary living area mostly consisting of the center and left sections of the property.

We located two small separations along the lower end of the first beam that extends from the wall adjacent to the breakfast area up to the middle of the cathedral ceiling of the living room.

On the opposite side of this beam there is separation extending several feet along the inside corner of the sheetrock.  Previous photographs do not show any of these separations.

Objectively, the photographs taken today may have been shot from a slightly different angle, although effort was made to follow as closely as possible a similar angle after reviewing the previous year’s photographs.

There are three cracks running at various angles through the concrete slab.  These cracks separate into four large sections of the slab.  There appears to be movement in these sections. The impression is that these sections are shifting toward the back left corner of the property.

A photo in the attic where several rafters are attached shows additional separation from previous photographs, although admittedly, very slight.  This movement would be consistent with the foundation movement.

There has not been any attempt to stabilize the foundation since our previous inspection when we recommended the use of special screw pilings.

Analysis:

The loss of 45 trees with their root structure leaves a large void in an area for a natural shifting and releveling of soil.  This could possibly cause further shifting of the soil beneath the foundation.

Conclusion:

Our recommendations to prevent further damage remain the same as previously advised; to install screw pilings to stabilize the foundation.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

