July 27, 2000
Jean Carter

Architect Supervisor

Office Of the State Fire Marshall

RE;
PO 171391 Pelican Pointe Apartments


Slidell, LA

Dear Sir;

  Please consider this correspondence, along with the electrical drawings that you are presently in custody of, as an appeal to the requirements of the N.E.C.  As previously related to you, the design of this facility was accomplished before the 1999 code went into effect, the 1999 code being the latest code at that time.

   The 1999 N.E.C. article 230-2 provides means by which exceptions to the one service rule may be accomplished. 230-2,b (2) special occupancies, describes “a single building or other structure sufficiently large to make two or more services necessary”.   This article then, shows that there are conditions whereby two services, in fact several services may be allowed.  The code goes on to give instructions on signage to alert Fireman etc., as to the fact that this building is served by other services, and where they are.  In many cases, these separate services feed mixtures of apartments along the same corridors in a building, leading to  some confusion as to where the service for each apartment or business is located.

   In the case of Pelican Pointe, we are requesting that two services be allowed; each serving a section of a building that is separated by a firewall with no doors leading to the other part of the building.  There is no way for a fireman to get confused once he has turned the power off to the apartments on the end of the building he is tending, and has read the large sign, alerting that another service exists on the other end of the section of the  building.  The owner proposes that this sign would also contain an illustration of the building with the firewall shown and location of the two services shown.

  This method is more friendly to the occupants who need to turn their power off in an emergency.    The method also provides (1) fewer penetrations of firewalls, (2) reduced maintenance, (3) less voltage drop and (4) resident awareness.

  It is my strong feeling that the two service entrances to the buildings in question will provide more protection than one service.  By providing the building layout drawing on the sign that is installed at each of the two service locations with the layout drawing showing the firewall layout and depicting the other disconnect location, and an arrow for “you are here”, the safety of the building and occupants would be enhanced beyond the one service rule, and the intent of the 1999 N.E.C. code would be met or exceeded.
Sincerely,

Emmett G (Pete) Dammon P.E.,
EGD/plc
