September 10, 2001

Mr. Ralph Mason

900 Mackall Ave.

McLean, VA  22101

RE:
Renovations to house at 237 Coin du Lestin Drive

Dear Ralph,

The last time I spoke with you, I talked about it being more cost effective to tear the house down and rebuild it, rather than to renovate and add on.

What I was forgetting when I said that, was that FEMA regulations dictate that if we add on only a certain percentage of the house below the FEMA flood level, we can do so. However, if we tear the house down and start over, we have to put the first habitable level at the FEMA dictated elevation, which I believe is eleven feet in your area.  Your present floor is at about elevation six.

I’m afraid that we can’t consider that as an alternative.  The contractors are also leery of a fixed price.  I have a cost plus proposal from one contractor, who I feel is competent to do the work, and I suggest that I arrange a meeting at your convenience to meet with two or three local contractors, individually, with whom I have had good experience, to discuss the project with you.

Please let me know if you want to do this, and when it would be convenient.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
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