January 6, 2003
Mr. Keith Baker

Slidell Oil Co., Inc.

195 Strawberry Street

Slidell, Louisiana  70460

RE:
New Shell Station/Pearl River, Louisiana

Dear Keith,

We are in receipt of your letter, dated December 17, 2002, regarding problems you had with construction of the new Shell station.

First, let me remind you that I expressed to you my concerns of your not engaging a General Contractor with sufficient experience in construction of new commercial facilities, when you first brought your contractor to our office.

The General Contractor has the obligation to check the dimensions on the drawings, send the shop drawings to the Engineer for approval, and to contact the Engineer when he sees a problem.  We were not contacted and we did not approve shop drawings.  The only time I was contacted was by a wallpaper supplier, and I gave him your telephone number, as this was information from the Paragon drawings that you had us to include in the bid package.

We did not alter the drawings by Paragon, as that would probably have been illegal and at the least unprofessional.  We did perform extra design work for you as you were switching prospective tenants in the rental portion of the facility.  We also included the Paragon design drawings in the package, adding reproduction costs.  This effort amounted to approximately $3,700.00, which at the time we were willing to forego for client relations.

If your General Contractor charged you with the items you specified in the letter, you have the legal right to cause him to pay for the extra cost, and should have withheld it from his payments.

I have visited the store since it opened, and feel that the metal building adaptation was a real plus for what you wanted in an open ceiling type arrangement.  I also feel that this was a cost effective way to construct the facility, and that is why I suggested it to you.

Additionally, there is a Fire Marshal requirement that you have us inspect the project and declare it complete, prior to having the Fire Marshal make his final inspection.  We were not requested by you or your contractor to perform that inspection.  Now that the Fire Marshal’s office did approve the project, we will not push the issue, but you should be aware that it was probably an infraction of the law governing construction.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
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