August 15, 2002

To:
Mayor Ben Morris


Mr. Kevin Davis, St. Tammany Parish President

RE:
W-14 Canal at Florida Avenue

Dear Sirs:

I would like to acknowledge receipt of Mayor Morris’s letter dated August 6, 2002 and Mayor Morris’s and Parish President Kevin Davis’s letter dated August 14, 2002.

Gentlemen, I am happy to hear that the city and parish have finally made the decision to do what I originally asked that you do, although I had to read around the verbage of the letter.

I would like to suggest that the areas of your canal bank along my property line, which I did not attempt to repair at the time, as they were not affecting my building, be addressed at this time. They both are the main hindrance to water flow after the bridge.  These are the areas immediately downstream from the bridge containing utility pole anchors that are in fact holding the bank up, but have bent the poles backwards in doing so, as the bank and trees moved into the canal.

The tree stump just south of my southern property line, where the stump and bank are continuing to move into the canal and leaving a gaping hole in the bank, is from the tree that the city had cut recently.  I allowed the contractor to use my property to remove the tree.

I have stabilized the earth at the rear of my building, although it must receive another lift to bring it to its original level.  You are welcome to use this property, as long as you are responsible for repairing any damages.

In light of the above, I recommend that if you plan any activity from August 17 through August 25, you contact me today or tomorrow to meet at my property with your representative, if you need to use my property, as I will be out of town during this time.

Mayor Morris, I suggest that you have been misinformed about the facts of the lawsuit, which was not mentioned in your letters.  My attorney and I are willing to sit down with both the city and parish, and come to an equitable agreement on this matter.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

cc:
Lloyd Walters


John Thibodeaux


Stan Polovick


Bill Oiler
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