September 18, 2001

Mr. Tom Thornhill

Attorney at Law

1308 9th Street

Slidell, LA  70458

RE:
My Practice of Engineering in the State of Louisiana

Dear Tom,

As discussed with you on Monday, September 16th, I have been unable to practice my profession in the way I was formally approved to practice, since the Legislature passed L.R.S. 37:155, in approximately1995.  I now must have an architect or civil engineer on staff, in order to stamp drawings we send to the State Fire Marshal and/or to certain municipalities in the state.  The following is a chronological history of the problem.

I received my BS degree in Electrical Engineering in 1961.  At that time I was hired by the Boeing Company and lived in Seattle for one year before moving to Slidell to assist in opening the Michaud assembly facility in New Orleans.  The work was always in the Facilities Engineering department and consisted of design of facilities.

Even prior to getting my P.E. license from the state circa 1967, I was starting to accomplish part of my work task in the structural/civil field of practice.  That scenario eventually led me into the position as supervisor of facilities structural engineering for Martin Marietta.  I left Martin Marietta in 1979 and opened my firm of Dammon and Associates, in 1989, which I later changed to Dammon Engineering.

At that time, as it is now, the Louisiana Board of Registration for Professional Engineers, although they require that your discipline be shown on your stamp, recognizes that as long as you are proficient in the design of that part of the work you are designing for a project, you can do so.  This work falls under the Louisiana revised statute 37:661 thru 37:703, copy of which is attached.

I am recognized by most parishes and cities in the state in this same manner, but some municipalities such as Orleans, St. Bernard and Jefferson, were lobbied by the A.I.A. to incorporate the same requirements of the legislative act (L.R.S. 37:155) into their requirements for stamping drawings for projects in their municipality.

Essentially, I have found it necessary since the passing of the House Bill referenced above, to have an architect on staff, in order to get projects approved at the Fire Marshal’s office.

This all came about by the Architect’s Association in Louisiana, a much closer knit group than the Louisiana Engineering Society, successfully lobbying the State Legislature to make it necessary for an architect to be the professional in charge of all projects submitted to the Fire Marshal.  They were much stronger in force than the engineers and, with a couple of exceptions (1. Civil Engineers could be the professional in charge         2. Projects under 4,000 s.f. can be applied for by anyone), they were successful in their lobbying.

This of course left me in the position of having to either do the majority of our work for another firm who has an architect or civil engineer, or hire an architect to work in our firm, which I did, but this has been a burden from the start.

As it now stands, projects with building area of less than 4,000 s.f. can be sent to the Fire Marshal by anyone, whether it be a contractor, business owner, or otherwise.  This exception, which was put into the act to appease contractors, is a much bigger gamble with the public’s safety than for an engineer of a discipline other than civil to be allowed to be the professional of record on projects.

Again, let me say that the Engineering Registration Board fully recognizes that I can practice in any discipline of engineering in which I am competent to do so, with me being the judge of that competency.  Because of this, my company has designed major projects for the Federal Government, state and local municipalities where I used my expertise in civil and other disciplines of engineering to accomplish the work.

Since the enactment of L.R.S., I have found it much more difficult to practice my profession, and in some cases have had to skirt the law in order to continue to practice.

There are not many engineers left who practice in all the major disciplines, as I am now working past the normal retirement age and plan to do so for some time.  I was caught up in the change from not requiring that a graduate engineer take a test to get his license, to the present requirement that one must take a national test to be eligible.

I presently hold registration in Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi and Oklahoma, all of these being awarded to me without the requirement of taking a test.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Attachments:

1. Registration Law for Professional Engineers

2. Rules of the Board

3. I have no copy of L.R.S. 37:155, which is know as the Architects Law.

