September 4, 2001

Mr. Kevin Davis

Parish President

St. Tammany Parish

P.O. Box 628

Covington, Louisiana 70434

RE:
Mr. Ernest Bircher – flood problems


108 Troy Drive


Pearl River, LA  70461


Phone (985) 649-7425

Dear Kevin,

I was recently retained by Mr. Ernest Bircher in a lawsuit involving Mr. Bircher and his neighbor     Mr. Denty Crawford.  The suit came about partly because of alleged flooding of Mr. Bircher’s property being made worse by Mr. Crawford’s culverts.  During my investigation, I determined that much of the lawsuit stems from a misunderstanding between the two parties about the culvert in front of Mr. Crawford’s property.  According to Mr. Crawford, this culvert was installed by the parish some twenty years ago.

I determined by field survey that, indeed, water passing in the ditch in front of Mr. Bircher’s house must travel through the 12” round culvert in front of Mr. Crawford’s property in draining the area.  Just east of Mr. Crawford’s property, another ditch intersects and drains directly to the swamp (the attached sketch shows the drainage of the area).

While investigating this matter, it came to my attention that the existing culverts, in some cases, were half full of sediment, and the ditch bottoms were at about the same elevation.  I feel that by cleaning out the ditch and culverts, and either removing or replacing the undersized culverts in front of Mr. Crawford’s house, the problem discussed would be solved.

Both parties have agreed (according to Mr. Bircher) that if the drainage situation is taken care of, the lawsuit will be dropped.  I am asking that the Parish both clean out the ditches and culverts, and either replace the culvert in front of Mr. Crawford’s house, or remove the culvert and only replace that portion under the driveway.

Your attention to this matter will be greatly appreciated.  Mr. Bircher and Mr. Crawford have evidently feuded over this matter and others for some time, and this may be a way to start the healing process, as going to court never does.  I will be happy to meet with your representative on this matter, and I did speak to the parish engineering office some time ago about the general problem.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

