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To Whom It May Concern:

Building Description:  wood frame, Brick and CMU piers, shingle roof, Wood siding on three sides and brick veneer on front side.

Scope: 

This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the interior and exterior walls, ceilings, floors, and foundation. No inspection of the roof, mechanical or electrical systems was performed.

History:

Mr. Roy Black contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced commercial property.  Mr. Black stated that water did enter the building during Hurricane Katrina.  The building is approximately one hundred years old.

Findings:

This inspection covered visible components (foundation, wall and roof framing) and their ability to support the home.

1. Number of levels




One

2. Interior gutted




Yes

3. Debris cleaned




Yes

4. Floor framing




Yes See Analysis
5. Roof framing 




Yes

6. Wall framing 




Yes See Analysis
7. Any rot or termite damage


Yes See Analysis
8. Is structure elevated



Yes
9. Structural distress or structural damage

Yes See Analysis
10. Failure or deterioration of the foundation 
Yes See Analysis
11. Exterior siding 




Yes See Analysis
Analysis: 
An inspection of the floor framing revealed extensive rot in the floor joist and sills of the church. This damage is wide spread and jeopardizes the structural integrity of the foundation and the existing structure system. Rot was also found in wall supports and window openings. The exterior wood siding is compromised by the gaps in the side boards and missing windows allowing wind blown water to enter and seep to the floor joist and sills that may have hastened the rotting along the outside walls. Ceiling gypsum board was damaged by water entering through the roof. The ceiling has been partially removed revealing the roof rafters and joist. Roof and ceiling joist are at minimal requirements for this building design.

The floor of the large room at the rear of the church is leaning and unstable, damage to the floor system and its foundation is likely.
Conclusion:

I certify the above church building is structurally unsound and the cost of restoration to its original design exceeds the cost of demolition and reconstruction of a new church building.
Sincerely,

Emmett Dammon

La. License 8796

CC. 
City of Slidell 


Building Inspection Dept.
