May 4, 2005

Mr. Don Zeringue
Office of State Fire Marshal

8181 Independence Boulevard

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

RE:
Office Building for Platform Crane Services

Slidell, Louisiana


2003 Edition


NFPA 101, Life Safety Code


NFPA 101:8.6

Dear Mr. Zeringue,
1. We are designing a 12,000 square foot two-story office warehouse.  The 1st floor office is 2,975 square feet and the 2nd floor office is 2,626 square feet.  The remaining 6,399 square feet of the building will be warehouse. 

2. The office building will have the same occupancy on the first and second floor and the entire building will be occupied by a single tenant.  The occupant load on the first floor is 30 people and the second floor is 27 people (Table 7.3.1.2).  The office building will be fully sprinkled; the entire 1st flr and 2nd floor will then be an area of refuge.
3. We propose to provide a full Fire Alarm and Automatic Smoke Detection system as an early warning system (required only for business occupancies subject to an occupant load of 50 or more above the level of exit discharge), which we propose as an equivalent to Chapter 39, Exits, for the office areas with a mini atrium as shown on the attached drawings.
4. The mini atrium (communication opening for 1st and 2nd floor) will be the entrance to the office building.  To contain this area, we will have Fire Rated walls that are tight to the roof deck and have fire doors that are on magnetic latch release on the first and second floor.  These doors will be connected to the Fire Alarm and Smoke Detection system.  The wall separating the office from warehouse will be rated one hour.
5. We feel that using these design guidelines, we provided sufficient equivalence to the two exits required by code for the second floor.
Life Safety Code

Chapter 7 Table 7.3.1.2 Occupant load for Industrial and Business use

1st floor 2,975 sq.ft. – 100 =29.75 people

2nd floor 2626 sq.ft. – 100 =26.26 people

Chapter 7 Table A.7.6.1 measurements of travel distance to exits.

Industrial

Common path of travel 100’

Deadend Limit 50’

Travel Distance 250’

Business

Common path of travel 100’

Deadend Limit 50’

Travel Distance 300’

Please see the attached sketches of first floor office and warehouse and second floor office.
Please feel free to call me with any questions that you may have.

Thank you,

Chuck Dammon
VP/Project Manager

