
Lavatories and Sinks for Children’s Use

Specifications based on children’s dimensions may be followed when lavatories or sinks are
designed primarily for use by children ages 12 and younger. Structured as exceptions, these
provisions are optional and serve as alternatives to adult-based dimensions. The Standards do
not require building elements, including lavatories and sinks, to be designed or constructed for
use primarily by children. This determination is left to other building requirements or regulations,
good practice, client preference, or other factors. Exceptions are provided based on two age
groups: children 6 to 12 years and children 5 years and younger.

A parallel approach is permitted to lavatories or sinks used primarily by children 5 and younger
(§606.2, Ex. 5). For this age group, the standard fixture height is too low to accommodate a
forward approach.

Sink for Children Ages 5 and Younger

A parallel approach is permitted at sinks and lavatories for children 5 and younger.

A forward approach is required at lavatories and sinks primarily used by children 6 through 12.
However, a lower knee clearance (24″ minimum) is permitted if the rim or counter surface is no
higher than 31″ above the finish floor or ground (§606.2, Ex. 4).
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