November 6, 2008

RENOVATION

DAVID JONES, ARCHICTECT


RE:  PO320959

OFFICE OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL

ST TAMMANY PARISH

8181 INDEPENDENCE BLVD


ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX

BATON ROUGE, LA  70806

                        520 OLD SPANISH TRAIL








SLIDELL, LA  

Dear Mr. Jones,
Item No. 34 of your 2/13/07 letter addressed the two exterior vertical shafts that are being used to hide vent pipes that take sewer gas from each of the six floors, to the exterior.

The shafts are triangular shaped in plan, with two walls (interior) being three feet wide (approx.) each and the exterior side being four feet wide.  We are using vertical steel sections on the exterior side that will be staggered and have gaps of approximately four inches on this exterior side separating the shaft from the atmosphere, similar to a fence with staggered boards.  The only purpose of the steel sections is as a decorative element and to hide the pipes from view.  The top and bottom end of the shaft will also be open.  The shaft then should not constitute an enclosed space, and it is my feeling that the interior walls of this shaft need not be fire barriers, because it is not enclosed, but open to air on top, bottom and outside and the building is fully sprinklered.  The interior walls that divide office space from the shaft will be gypsum board on the interior and metal panel siding on the shaft side.

We ask that you review this matter and allow that these walls do not need to be rated.

Sincerely,

Robert Wiltse, Architect

